
 

Newsletter March  2022 

V I C T O R I A N 

S Q U A D 

Training our next generation      
of Pistol Champions! 

 

 Popular Victorian junior shooter - Seth Bish - has dominated the junior events at Wagga Wagga at 
the NSW State Title competitions.  Although he may not be so popular in NSW at the moment, he 
managed to take out the Junior Men’s Air Pistol as well as the 25m Junior Pistol event winning by just one 
point. Seth’s effort in Air Pistol match gave him a spot in the Men’s finals where he managed to finish in 
5th place overall. He also competed in the 25m Rapid Fire match finishing in 2nd place C Grade.       

 Well done Seth! -  A great effort! 

Bishy shows good form at 
the NSW State Titles 
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Ballarat Open 
26th - 27th March 

************* 

PA/ISSF Nationals 
9th - 16th April 

Yarra 

************* 

Vic Junior Champs 
30th April - 1st May 

Castlemaine 

************* 

Mildura Open 
14th - 15th May 

************* 

MISC Open 
21st - 22nd May 

************* 

Junior Tri-State 
11th - 13th June 

Adelaide 

South Australia 

************* 

Dates and venues may 
change from time to time. 
You will be informed asap. 

Contributions to the VJDS Newsletter 

Please email your article and/or images to me at 
least two weeks prior to the next publication. 
Inappropriate material will not be published. 

Graeme Harvey    0408 826 746 

Email:  harv1@iinet.net.au 

Juniors 
The Top Ten is open to all VAPA members. Scores are taken from results from 
open competitions that have been approved by VAPA. Scores shot at interstate 
Opens are also included, provided they have been sanctioned by their State 
Association. 

Congratulations everybody! 

There are some great results  
here, you should be proud  

of your efforts! 

DID YOU KNOW… 
On Jupiter and Saturn  

it rains diamonds. 
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 At this point in time 
this year’s annual junior Tri-
State competition will be 
going ahead and will be 
hosted by South Australia. 
Hopefully we won’t be 
experiencing any border 
closures this year, so fingers 
crossed we will be able to fly 
in and out without any 
issues.  
 I will be emailing an 
expression of interest form 
to those of you on my list 
soon, if I haven’t done so 
already, there may also be a 
copy on the VAPA website 
that can be downloaded and 
returned to the Tri-State 
Coordinator, Erin Blachford - 
blachforderin@gmail.com. 
 Aside from the team 
and coaches, there will be a 
limited number of seats 
available for parents and 
extras. Those parents and 
extras that do come are 
expected to assist with the 
young shooters needs where 
possible. 
 

NEWS 

Castlemaine Open 
 The Castlemaine Open was 
the first event of the 2022 
competition calendar. Although 
being held in the hottest month of 
the year, the weather was quite 
pleasant being around 30c and a 
little overcast on Saturday. Gary 
Mullens and the crew did a great 
job as always making the weekend 
a great experience for all 
competitors. There is no excuse for 
going hungry at the Castlemaine 
Open, the barbeque is on early 
with bacon and eggs for breakfast, 
and the best hamburgers and 

chicken schnitzel rolls for lunch, 
just yummy. Along with the usual 
assortment of sandwiches and 
cakes, etc. Compliments to the 
chef! 

 Five juniors took part in their 
respective events, 10m Junior Air 
Pistol and 25m Junior Sport Pistol. 
This was the first open competition 
for Oscar Hines from Ballarat PC, 
while the other juniors have been 
competing for a few years now. 

 The ranges were set up to be 
covid compliant with the 
competitors on the air pistol range 
being two bays apart to try and 
keep everyone safe.     

Open competitions have started again, it seems like 

forever since the last one, and more importantly catching up with 
our shooting friends, It seems everyone had plenty of chatting to do 
between events. Sorry this edition of the newsletter is a couple of 
weeks late, I felt I should hold it over to include the report from the 
Vic State Titles, otherwise it would be old news by June. Which 
reminds me, the June edition will be late as well, so I can include the 
report from the Tri-State competition on the Queen’s Birthday 
weekend hosted by South Australia. 

 

Erin Blachford (Echuca),  Brydie Kelly (Melton) and Talia Woodroffe (Mildura) 
enjoying the atmosphere at the Castlemaine Open. 

 

Oscar Hines (Ballarat), Erin Blachford (Echuca), 
Talia Woodroffe (Mildura) and River Hollow 
(Beaconsfield) at Castlemaine Open. 



 

 Seth shot well enough in the Men’s Rapid Fire 
match to qualify for the finals. Being only new to this 
event and finals sequence he managed to hang in 
there for a few rounds, but was eventually eliminated. 
The winner of the match was Sergei Evglevski, who is 
also an Olympian, closely followed by Gary Mullens in 
second place. 

 The next major event on the competition 
calendar is the PA National Championships being 
hosted by Yarra Pistol Club on the 9th - 16th April. Our 
best junior shooters will be selected to represent VAPA 
at this annual competition. Congratulations to those 
who are selected for the team, good luck! 

  

 Melbourne International Shooting Club hosted 
the Victorian State Titles this year. Organising 
Secretary, Paul Eskaf and the members did a great job 
with the squadding, and the weekend seemed to run 
like clockwork, I can safely say I have not heard any 
complaints from the junior shooters, that’s always a 
good sign. 

 Six of our young Victorian shooters from six 
pistol clubs travelled to Melbourne to take part in the 
10m and 25m junior matches on the long weekend.  

 Saturday morning was the 10m Women’s Air 
Pistol events where Talia Woodroffe, Erin Blachford and 
River Hollow competed for the Junior Championship. 
Although scores were down on previous efforts, Talia 
managed to take the State Title honours again with Erin 
in second place and River in third place with a personal 
best score. 

 Talia shot well enough to make the Women’s Air 
Pistol finals where she fought to maintain a good 
position, but was eventually eliminated. The winner of 
the Women’s Air Pistol was Olympian, Elena 
Galiabovitch. 

 Once again Seth Bish has claimed the Junior 
Men’s Air Pistol title as well as the 25m Junior Pistol 
title. After the precision stage of the 25m event Talia 
had a healthy lead, unfortunately her chance of 
winning was dashed with a couple of misplaced shots in 
the rapid fire stage. 
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Vic State Titles  

 

Talia Woodroffe, Seth Bish and Erin Blachford at the Women’s 
Air Pistol finals. 

Talia Woodroffe and Seth Bish - both Junior Champions for 2022. 
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Top -  Talia Woodroffe (Mildura) proudly showing her “50” 
 shot in the 150 second series of Standard Pistol. 
 
Left -  Erin Blachford (Echuca) sporting the new designed 
 State Team shirt on the 25m Pistol firing line. 
 
Below - Seth Bish (Bendigo), Oscar Hines (Ballarat) and Jack 
    Mathews (Yarra) enjoyed meeting for the first time. 

Vic State Titles  
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 Attached are entry forms for 

the next batch of Victorian competi-

tions. The next competition is Ballarat 

to be held on 26-27th March, entries 

may be closed by now, but give  David 

Morton a call and he may be able to 

squeeze you in. 

 A brand new event for VAPA’s 

competition calendar is the “Junior 

Championships” to be held at Castle-

maine Pistol Club on 30th April - 1st 

May. One day of coaching and fun 

with one day of competition. Your 

help is needed to make it work and to 

make it an annual event for juniors. 

 Mildura Pistol Club will be run-

ning their annual open on 14-15th 

May. Yes, it’s a long way to go, but 

Mildura is a great country club and has 

camping and shower facilities at the 

range.     

 

 Just a word of caution, especially those female juniors who are 
now over 18 years old and tend to go to nightclubs now and again. 
About 20 years ago drink spiking was becoming a problem, it was 

happening in my town around then where a couple of women I know were victims of this and ended up 
spending the night in hospital. From what I have read it’s still going on these days. 

 Now we have this - Police in Victoria and New South Wales have raised concerns about the 
insidious criminal activity of needle spiking, with recent reports  affecting women in hospitality venues. 
Women in Echuca and Newcastle have reported falling ill and finding tiny puncture wounds in a spate of 
incidents at regional venues nearly 1,000 kilometres apart. 

 Victorian Detective Sergeant Barry Gray of the Campaspe Crime Investigation Unit said he first 
heard about needle spiking on licensed premises just after New Year's Eve celebrations. 

 While investigations continue he would not say how many reports were received. 

 In NSW, Newcastle police are investigating allegations that up to six women were jabbed with ultra-
fine needles at late-night venues in early December.    

DID YOU KNOW…  
‘Arachibutyrophobia’ is the fear of 

getting peanut butter stuck to the 

roof of your mouth.  

 Back in 2019 a new Junior management team was formed, 
with Kym Sykes as manager, Ainsley Kelly and Graeme Harvey as 
assistants. Since then we have had a few training opportunities, but 
unfortunately the dreaded Covid-19 has created havoc in 
everyone’s lives for the best part of two years and a lot of training 
weekends have been missed. Aside from that, people’s lives and 
priorities have changed and the future has to be re-planned.  

 Having said that and without going into detail, Kym and 
Ainsley have vacated their management positions. Many thanks to 
you both for helping train and care for the Vic juniors, it’s been 
great working with you.  

  Graeme Harvey has taken on the role of junior manager and 
Erin Blachford as assistant manager. In brief, Graeme took up pistol 
shooting in 1977, since then he has travelled to many competitions 
and became quite competitive, especially in the Rapid Fire match. 
Also, in over 40 years of shooting has done countless hours of 
training and coaching to help others reach their dreams. 

 Although Erin is only 18 years old, she has had loads of 
competitive experience in pistol shooting and quite a variety of 
other sports. Starting out in little athletics at the age of 6, her 
sporting life has been brimming with ability in sports like; horse 
riding, clay target shooting, swimming and tetrathlon, to name a 
few.  

 Both Graeme and Erin are accredited coaches and are looking 
forward to working with you to help you get started in the sport of 
pistol shooting, as well as helping you at competitions, etc.    



   From the 

By Bob Maddocks 
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 Happy New Year to you 
and your families, hopefully like 
me you were able to finally 
catch up with family and friends 
for a face to face gathering 
(unless of course your relations 
and friends are in WA).  

  All signs point to a 
full year of competition 
shooting, it started with the 
traditional Castlemaine 
Goldfields Open on the 4th 
February.  There were 194 
entries from 15 clubs across the 
state, which was fantastic 
considering people are still wary 
of venturing out.  
 The scores were very 
good considering most people 
had not shot at an open since 
the State Titles last year at 
Yarra.    

Outstanding results were: 

Talia Woodroffe with a 553 in 
Junior and Women’s 10m A/P. 
with a total of 14 X’s pipping 
out Renata with 8 X’s for  A 
Grade Women’s A/P. Sergei 
with a 586 in R/F, Gary Mullens 
with a 565 in C/F, Elena with a 
573 in 10m A/P and 576 in 25m 
Women’s Pistol and Chelsea 
Mullens stood out with a 552 in 
10m A/P and 568 in 25m 
Women’s Pistol. 

Congratulations also to Brydie, 
Anastasia, Erin and Oscar who 
shot some very good scores. 

 One point I want to bring 
up is the confusion over what 

Juniors can enter and what 
scores can be used.  The rules 
today are a score shot in a 
junior match can be used for 
the Open Match as well.  So if 
you want your scores to count 
for the Open Match you will 
need to enter that match as 
well, but only need to shoot 
once.  Please keep this in mind 
when entering the State Titles 
and the Nationals coming up.  
We had to adjust a few scores 
that weekend as names were 
missing from the Open 
Matches.  As to entry fees you 
may have to discuss this with 
the host club. 

 Events coming up are the 
State Titles at MISC followed by 
the Nationals at Yarra, so please 
get your entries in early.  This is 
closely followed by the 
inaugural Junior Championship 

Event at Castlemaine 30th April 
& 1st May.  Graeme Harvey has 
been working on this and has 
produced the entry form which 
should be out the same time as 
this newsletter.  So spread the 
word that it is on and get as 
many juniors there as we can, 
because we want to make this 
an annual event.   

 The information coming 
from Yarra PC is they will have 
10 new juniors this year which is 
great for the viability of our 
sport.  Hopefully we can 
encourage many of them to 
attend the Tri State competition 
this year in South Australia. 

 I dare say I will catch up 
with you at the State Titles and 
the Nationals, stay safe and 
good shooting. 

 

 

 PS:  Hot off the press, 
congratulations to Seth Bish 
who took out the NSWAPA 
State Champion events in 
Junior Men’s Air Pistol and the 
25m Junior Pistol at Wagga 
Wagga last month.      
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 My name is Oscar Hines, I am 15 years old 

and a student studying year 9 at the Mount Clear 

College, Ballarat. I also work part time at a 

McDonald’s restaurant at Bakery Hill, Ballarat 

central. 

 I got started in pistol shooting in 2020. My 
father, Wes Hines, has been shooting at Ballarat 
Pistol Club since we moved here and I’ve always 
been interested in the sport, regularly joining 
him at the club and spectating the matches. I 
went to the Castlemaine Open last month with 
my father and really enjoyed it. 

 I don’t really have a sporting background, 
but a hobby of mine is flying planes.  I am 
currently in the process of getting my 
Recreational Pilot’s Certificate, which allows me 
to fly aircraft. 

 Not many Sporting achievements at the 
moment, I only just went to my first open in 
Castlemaine and I got first place in 25M Pistol 

Junior and Air Pistol Junior Men (Both D grade). 
Outside of shooting, I’ve achieved the Australian 
Scout Award, which is the highest award 
achievable in the scout section. (11-14 y/o) 

 A favourite sporting memory is finally 
getting my Junior Handgun License after many 
troubles and setbacks. 

  

 An inspirational quote for me is: “Set your 
watch fast, stay ahead of your time. If you wait, 
might never arrive, that’s the vibe so…” - Lyrics 
from “Catch 22”, a song by Illy, an Australian 
rapper. 

 My tip for keeping active is to set goals and 
reminders, so you don’t forget and if you fall 
behind you are constantly reminded of what you 
wanted to do. It’s important to keep active and 
be involved in sport to keep a healthy body and 
mind, learn new skills, and make new friends! 

 I kept active during covid by going on daily 

9km bike rides. Now that it’s over I’m getting out 

and enjoying all the things we used to.      

 

Oscar Hines is a member of the Ballarat Pistol 
Club and is a newcomer to the sport of pistol 

shooting, who thoroughly enjoyed competing at 
his first competition, Castlemaine “Goldfields” 

Open in February this year. 

 

Oscar taking part in the Air Pistol match. 

Oscar proudly displaying his winning medals. 
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Q1:  Before Mt. Everest was discovered, what was the highest mountain in the 

world?  

Q2:  Until I am measured, I am not known. Yet how you miss me, When I have 
flown. What am I?  

Q3:  What do you throw out when you want to use it but take in when you 
don’t want to use it?  

Q4:  What building has the most stories?  

Q5:  I am weightless but put me in a bucket and I will make it lighter. What am 
I?  

Q6:  What English word has three consecutive double letters?   

Q7:  Never was, I am always to be. 
No one ever saw me, nor ever will. 
And yet I give confidence to all, 

Who live and breathe on this terrestrial ball. 
What am I?  

Q8:  I have four wings, but cannot fly, I never laugh and never cry; 
On the same spot I'm always found, toiling away with little sound. 
What am I?  

Q9:  I weaken all men for hours each day. 
I show you strange visions while you are away. 
I take you by night, by day take you back, 
None suffer to have me, but do from my lack. 
What am I?  

Q10:  A group of privates were standing in the blistering sun facing due west. 
Their sergeant shouted at them: Right turn! About turn! Left turn! 
In which direction are they now facing?  

 Answers on Page 11 
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 My club, Echuca PC, purchased a new compres-
sor a few months ago to replace the old hand pump 
that had finally stopped working. Even though some 
members had purchased a dive tank for their own use, 
the problem is getting them filled as there are no, or 
very few dive shops in the country areas. 
 
 After looking at various products on the net , it 
was decided that the Hill EC-3000 air compressor was 
the best option for club use. The other options we 
looked at were quite a lot cheaper and we were of the 
opinion that if we were to spend the money we may as 
will purchase something that would easily fill our air 
pistol cylinders and would last for quite a long time. 
 
 This unit is very well made and easy to use. Once 
turned on, each step is controlled by a press button 
and a digital display to give you the prompts at every 
stage of filling. The compressor has two oil reservoirs 
that it prompts to be checked and confirmed before 
proceeding to the filling stages. It doesn’t take long to 
have your cylinder filled, for example, to fill an empty 
Steyr cylinder to the recommended 200 bar pressure is 
no more than one minute. 
 
 The compressor is programmed to only operate 
within a pre-set temperature range. The compressor 
will automatically pause if the working temperature 
exceeds this pre-set. The display will show the progress 
of the cooling cycle and when the working temperature 
falls below the pre-set the compressor will restart. 
 
 When the target pressure is reached the display 
will show “Fill complete” along with confirmation of 
the achieved pressure and the target pressure. There is 
a bleed screw to depressurise the line before removing 
your cylinder completely. 
 
 This is not an advertisement, just a review of a 
suitable product specifically designed for filling air rifle 
and air pistol cylinders. If anyone is genuinely interest-
ed and would like further information, feel free to con-
tact me on 0408 826 746 

Product review 

Hill EC-3000 
Air Compressor 
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  Answers from page 9 

A1:    Mt. Everest, it just wasn’t discovered yet.  

A2:    Time. 

A3:    An anchor. 

A4:    The Library. 

A5:    A hole. 

A6:    Bookkeeper. 

A7:    The future. 

A8:    A windmill. 

A9:    Sleep. 

A10:  East. 

 

Find Differences  10 

Plastic can end up as 
vanilla flavouring 
 

Researchers have figured out how to transform plastic 
bottles into vanilla flavouring with genetically 
engineered bacteria, according to a 2021 study 
published in the journal Green Chemistry. The authors of 
the study explain that the demand for vanillin is 
“growing rapidly,” given that it’s found in a wide variety 
of food, cosmetic, pharmaceutical, cleaning, and 
herbicide products. But don’t expect to be eating plastic-
bottle-flavoured ice cream anytime soon: This research 
only demonstrated that this conversion is possible—not 
whether it is safe for human consumption. 

https://www.rd.com/list/products-made-from-recycled-ocean-plastics/
https://www.rd.com/list/products-made-from-recycled-ocean-plastics/




This is the first Victorian Championship specifically designed for our junior shooters, it is not intended to replace the Victorian 

State Titles held in March. This year is a trial run to see if this competition/coaching weekend is a worthwhile event. The success 

of this weekend is entirely up to you and your shooting friends. The weekend is free except for your entry in the competitions, 

there will be coaches available on Saturday to assist you with your shooting. Please Note: This weekend is only open to Victorian 

Juniors, if successful it will become an annual event and open to every Australian junior shooter. 

Volunteers: Help will be needed by parents/guardians for preparing meals and snacks, also patching & scoring on ranges.   

Entries: Will be accepted in order of receipt up to range capacity by the closing date, Friday 15th April 2022. Late entries may be 

accepted at the discretion of the Organising Secretary. Please ensure you include the $5.50 VAPA registration fee when making a 

payment.  

Safety: Eye and ear (optional for Air Pistol) protection and closed footwear must be worn on all ranges as well as ID cards.  

Squadding: Competitors will not be sent squadding. Sunday competition will be 

an 8.30am start. Preparation time will be prior to this. Please note that for 10m 

Air Pistol events, competitors must be on the line 30 minutes prior to the start 

time of the match.  

Trophies: Will be awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd in each grade of each event.  

Catering: Meals and light snacks, including breakfast and drinks will be available 

on Saturday and Sunday.  

Accommodation: Free camping at the range is permitted. 

Victorian Junior Championships 

Venue:  Castlemaine Pistol Club 

30th April - 1st May 2022 
 

Entry Form 

 Payment by Cheque, 
Money Order or Direct 

Payment. 
  

Direct Payment Details  
Commonwealth Bank 

 

Victorian Amateur  
Pistol Association 

 

 BSB 063-464  
Acc No 10058297  

 
Ref: Surname + VJC  

 
Please send copy of 

transaction receipt with 
entry form. 

EVENT PROGRAM   SHARED PISTOLS 

Saturday:    
 
 

 
Sunday:       

- Guest Speakers 
- Coaching 
- Laser pistol competition   
 

- 10m Air Pistol competition 
- 25m Pistol competition  

25m Pistol: …………...… 
Shared with: ……………………………………………………. 
10m Air Pistol: …………. 
Shared with: ……………………………………………………. 

Name:   Club: 

Address: Email: 

Licence:  VAPA ID:  Contact:  

(X) The box for matches you wish to enter.  $15.00 per event.  ENTRIES & ENQUIRIES 

EVENTS GRADE $15.00 Organising Secretary 
Vic Junior Championships 
PO Box 2044 
Echuca Vic 3564 
 
Graeme Harvey 
M: 0408 826 746 
E:  harv1@iinet.net.au 

 25m Pistol Junior   

 10m Air Pistol Junior Women   

 10m Air Pistol Junior Men   

X VAPA Registration $5.50  (Add to total)  $5.50 

Camping at the Range - How many?  ________ TOTAL $  

  Covid – 19/Vaccinations: Entries are open to 

those who are double vaccinated or who has an 

ATAGI approved medical exemption ONLY. Proof 

of vaccination/medical exemption must be 

shown upon request. Failure to do so will result 

in you being asked to leave the premises. Covid 

rules imposed at the time will be applied and 

will be communicated to all competitors in the 

days leading up to the event.  






