
 

Newsletter June 2022 

V I C T O R I A N 

S Q U A D 

Training our next generation      
of Pistol Champions! 

 

Vic Juniors fared well at 
the 64th PA/ISSF National 
Championships at Yarra. 

Story on Page 7 ……….. 

Erin Blachford, Talia Woodroffe, Mikaylah 
Parkins, Seth Bish & Jack Mathews.      
Absent - Brydie Kelly. 
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************* 

PA Junior Camp 

AIS Canberra 
2nd - 9th July 

(invitation only) 

************* 

ISSF Postal Finals 
6th - 7th August 

Outtrim 
************* 

Shepparton Open 
10th - 11th September 

************* 

Yarra Open 
1st -2nd October 

************* 

Yackandandah Open 
22nd - 23rd October 

************* 

Oakleigh Open 
5th - 6th November 

************* 

Dates and venues may 
change from time to time. 
You will be informed asap. 

Contributions to the VJDS Newsletter 

Please email your article and/or images to me at 
least two weeks prior to the next publication. 
Inappropriate material will not be published. 

Graeme Harvey    0408 826 746 

Email:  harv1@iinet.net.au 

Juniors 
The Top Ten is open to all VAPA members. Scores are taken from results from 
open competitions that have been approved by VAPA. Scores shot at interstate 
Opens are also included, provided they have been sanctioned by their State 
Association. 

Congratulations everybody! 

There are some great results  
here, you should be proud  

of your efforts! 

DID YOU KNOW… 
On Jupiter and Saturn  

it rains diamonds. 
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MISC Open 
 Great weather and great achievements were 
experienced at the Melbourne International Shooting 
Club’s Open from our junior shooters.  Seven Victorian 
juniors took part in various events over the weekend, 
some with spectacular results. 
 

 Jack Mathews (Yarra) claimed first place honours 
in the B grade 25m Junior Sport Pistol event as well as 
managing first place in B grade Junior Men’s Air Pistol 
and third place in C grade Rapid Fire.  
 
 Seth Bish (Bendigo) took out first place in A 
grade Junior Men’s Air Pistol, with second Places in C 
grade Rapid Fire, B grade 25m Sport Pistol in Men’s 
and Junior events. Echuca shooter Erin Blachford 
claimed first places in the B grade Women’s 25m and 
Air Pistol events. She also managed 1st place A grade 
Junior Women’s Air Pistol, with third place B grade 
25m Junior Sport Pistol. 
 
 Brydie Kelly claimed first place honours in B 
grade Junior Women’s Air Pistol, unfortunately she 
could not compete in the 25m event due to a problem 
with her pistol.  
 
 Jordan Vainer (Oakleigh) took out first place in D 
grade in the junior 25m event, followed by Lincoln 
Connock (MISC) in second place. Ballarat shooter Oscar 
Hines managed third place in D grade Centre Fire.     

Ballarat Open 

 Ballarat Pistol Club held their annual ISSF Open 
in March. With a cold 8am start Saturday on the 25 
metre range, everyone managed to stay warm enough 
to go through the motions of shooting some 
reasonable scores. Four Victorian juniors, one from 
Echuca with three Ballarat locals competed in their 
various matches and all were quite successful. 

 

Jack Mathews (Yarra) with his “50” shot at MISC Open in the 
25m Pistol event. 

 Erin Blachford (Echuca) took first place honours 
in A grade Junior Women’s Air, B grade Women’s Air 
and B grade 25m Junior Sport, with third place in the 
25m Women’s Sport.  
 Mikaylah Parkins (Ballarat) managed first place 
in C grade 25m Junior Sport, second in A grade Junior 
Women’s Air and third in B grade Women’s Air Pistol. 
 Oscar Hines (Ballarat) claimed first places in D 
grade 25m Junior Sport, Junior Men’s Air Pistol and D 
grade Centre Fire, as well as second place in Men’s Air 
Pistol. 
 Sam Hunt (Ballarat) managed second place in D 
grade Junior Men’s Air Pistol.  
 
Congratulations to all.    
  



 Tri-State has come back with a vengeance. 
After little to no contact with juniors from New 
South Wales and South Australia, no amount of 
support, competitiveness and unhinged trash 
talking could match the 2022 competition. 

 On the line, all athletes displayed great 
determination and passion towards the sport and 
put in their best efforts for the day, which 
inevitably resulted in some fantastic scores, Grade 
breaks and personal highs.  

 At 9:00am Sunday the Air Pistol detail was 
deemed to be a challenge by a number of juniors, 
however the stunning views of the La Perouse 
coastline/cliffs (and freezing winds) during our 
morning walks seemed to make us somewhat 
more awake before the almighty task of trying to 
stay somewhat quiet and civilized for 90 minutes 
straight; collectively we managed, and with 
minimal complaining about having to manually 
wind out the targets… Go us! 

 Braving the cold, the athletes completed 
both phases of 25m Sports Pistol in the afternoon. 
Even with the communal complete lack of feeling 
in one’s trigger finger which was experienced by 
every junior at least once during the entirety of the 
Sport Pistol match. The resilience that was 

displayed by each athlete in some way or another 
was abundant and the support from each of the 
juniors to one another was unmatched. Each 
achievement was celebrated and commended by 
both coaches and other competitors and helpful 
advice was shared when something wasn’t going 
quite right or could be improved. 

 I would like to extend a huge thank you to 
the La Perouse Pistol Club for hosting this event, 
Allison and the committee for organizing 
everything from transport, to food (which was 
amazing), range staff volunteers ensuring our 
matches ran smoothly and of course our fantastic 
coaches who passively tolerate our antics. 

  

 

 Victoria is hosting next year’s Tri-State 
competition (Location yet to be confirmed) if you 
are wanting to be a part of our team please fill out 
the nomination form when it is released early next 
year and send it back to the email provided as 
soon as you can. 

Cheers :) 
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Junior Tri-State 
By Erin Blachford 

Erin Blachford 

Continued on pages 5 & 6 ……….. 
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Junior Tri-State 
Continued ………. 

Graeme Harvey – Many thanks to Allison and all her 
helpers over the weekend, we certainly didn’t get 
bored or hungry with fruit and food available 
anytime. It was great to meet coaches from other 
states and discuss the finer points of shooting. All 
juniors enjoyed each other’s company while they 
spent time challenging opponents at pool or table 

tennis . Although all juniors were noisy and energetic 
at play, come competition day it was time for 
business, like a switch had been flicked into a 
different mode, it was really great to see the 
transition.  
 A huge thank you to our Victorian group, Talia 
Woodroffe, Seth Bish, Erin Blachford, Oscar Hines, 
River Hollow and Jack Mathews for shooting at your 
best in both competitions. Also thanks to John 
Kearney and Viona Woodroffe for your support.  
 From Melbourne we travelled Virgin Airlines 
who were really great, while Talia and Viona flew 
Qantas from Mildura and experience lengthy delays 
to Sydney, but I believe the return flight was Okay.  

Talia Woodroffe – Tri-State 2022, what an 
experience. As always, the atmosphere of the 
competition was completely unlike any other comp. 
Seeing juniors from the 3 states socialising together, 
competing, learning from each other, playing games, 
and building friendships is always a highlight of my 
year. I could never recommend enough to a junior 
this amazing experience. Also, it’s not often you get to 
be part of a competition that results in 8 grade breaks 
across 7 juniors, how magnificent ! 
 I would like to say a huge thank you to Erin, 
Graeme, Alison, and the rest of the crew involved in 
organising the event, we couldn’t do it without you - 
literally. 
 I can’t wait till next year’s Tri-State when Vic 
finally wins back the trophy. 2023 will be out year, I 
can feel it - train hard juniors ! 
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Junior Tri-State 
Continued ………. 
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 Congratulations to Mikaylah 
Parkins (Ballarat) and Seth Bish 
(Bendigo) for being accepted into 
the Pistol Australia National 
Development Squad program. The 
training program is directed by PA 
Development Coach – Joseph 
Kapitanof.  

 The first training camp was 
conducted at AIS Canberra on the 
first weekend in June.  

 Unfortunately the annual 
training program could not be 
conducted during 2020/21 due to 
the covid 19 lockdowns, etc. Good 
luck with it, we hope it goes well 
for you both.        

 The Club received a 
donation of $5000 from a local 
company called Avtec Audio Visual 
for the purchase of 2 Steyr LP2 
Compact air pistols. Tanya and 
Shane who own Avtec are 
interested in trying pistol shooting  
for themselves and their daughter 
Emma 16 yrs and looked 
favourably on the suggestion of 
the pistols for the juniors. Craig 
and I will work on suitable 
recognition being given to Avtec 
via the Club social media, the state 
junior newsletter and a thankyou 
letter from the Committee. 

 In addition to the pistols, 
Potter Firearms also included 2 
ambidextrous grips in addition to 
the fitted small LH and medium RH 
grips already fitted, which was kind 
of Bruce Quick.      

 

Don Dwyer 
Yarra Junior Coordinator 

 Yarra Pistol Club is having an 
influx of junior members at the 
moment, with three new, three in 
the process of joining and five 
prospective members all aged 
between 12 and 17 years old, with 
an equal spread of girls and boys. 

 The Club was successful in 
being given a grant from the State 
government for $1000 to buy  Club 
uniforms for the juniors. In the 
grant we asked for money for polo 
shirts and vests which could be 
used by the juniors when 
representing the club at 
competitions. The supply of the 
polos and vests has been organized 
and only requires the finalising of 
the printing and approval by 
committee. Once this has been 
given, the uniforms can be 
produced fairly quickly. 

 The Club intends to give 
each junior a polo shirt with their 
name. The vests will be managed 
by the Club as a team uniform 
when the junior squad is 
competing as a group or 
individually. 

 Mildura Junior, Talia 
Woodroffe has been competing in 
the “Cup” series of competitions 
hosted by Brisbane and Sydney. 
These competitions are for those 
vying for a position in the National 
team to represent Australia at 
2022 ISSF World Championships 
like the one to be held at Cairo, 
Egypt on 12th – 25th October.  

 Even if not successful this 
year, it will be a great experience 
to compete against our Aussie best 
in these qualifying competitions.  

      Talia has also been 
selected for the National Pathways 
squad with Shooting Aust-
ralia, along with Ellie Rudder 
(NSW), Katie and Siobhan Nichols 
(WA). 

Shane and Tania from Avtec Audio Visual donated $5000 to Yarra President, 
Craig Parke for two new air pistols for the Club’s junior program. 
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 At last the Nationals have been held this year 
without any lockdowns or border closures. Yarra 
Pistol Club put on a good ten days of competitions 
under perfect weather conditions. Although 
competitor numbers were a little down on 
previous years a high standard of shooting was 
maintained through the course of events. Six 
Victorian juniors competed in various events and 
were quite successful overall. 

 Talia Woodroffe (Mildura) is the new 
National Champion for Junior Women’s Air Pistol 
with an impressive score of 558.13x, well done!! 
Erin Blachford (Echuca) made 6th place, Mikaylah 
Parkins (Ballarat) in 9th place, closely followed by  
Brydie Kelly (Melton) in 9th place. In the Junior 
Men’s Seth Bish (Bendigo) managed 2nd place 
with Jack Mathews (Yarra) in 3rd. 

 The Victorian Junior Air Pistol team, made up 
of Seth Bish, Erin Blachford and Talia Woodroffe 
claimed first place honours with New South Wales 
team managing second place. 

 Scores shot in the junior matches are also 
used in the equivalent adult matches and are listed 
in the rankings, which means the 558.13x that 
Talia shot in the junior event positioned her in 2nd 
place in the Women’s Air Pistol, only 5 points 
behind Elena Galiabovitch on 563.16x. 

 Talia was also in the Women’s Air Pistol team 
with Elana and Renata Janska where they 
managed to claim 1st place honours, 15 points 
ahead of New South Wales. 

 In the 25m Junior Pistol event, our Victorian 
team, Talia Woodroffe, Erin Blachford and Seth 
Bish, had to settle for 2nd place being defeated by 
the New South Wales team.  

64th PA/ISSF 
National 
Championships 

Hosted by Yarra Pistol Club 

 The outright placings for 25m Junior Pistol 
was Talia Woodroffe 3rd, Jack Mathews 5th, Seth 
Bish 7th, Erin Blachford 9th, Brydie Kelly 11th and 
Mikaylah Parkins 17th. 

 Congratulations to all juniors who competed, 
a great job from all, Well done!   

 If you are interested in trying out for the 
State team to represent Victoria next year, there is 
an application form on page 11. Fill it out  and 
send it to Cherie Blake, Vic Team Manager by 31st 
of July and you will be included in the process. 

The 2023 Nationals will be held at Darwin. 

6th-14th May - date to be confirmed. 
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 Well I hope everyone has 
got over the State Titles and 
Nationals by now.  There were 
some very good results came out 
of both events.  Congratulations to 
our State Team for winning the 
Manton Shield and congratulations 
to Talia Woodroffe being the new 
10m Air Pistol Junior Women 
Champion and Seth Bish the new 
20m Rapid Fire Junior Champion. 

 By now you will have heard 
Mikayla Parkins and Seth Bish have 
been named in the 2022 PA 
Development Squad along with 
Alyssa Norris from NSW and Tyson 
Hughes from SARPA, we wish them 
all the best.  Talia Woodroffe from 
Mildura has also been accepted 
into the Shooting Australia 
Development Squad and we wish 
her all the best as well.  It is good 
to see our juniors striving t be the 
best they can be in this sport and 
VAPA will always sport you were 
ever we can. 

 At the Pistol Australia 
Executive meeting after the AGM 
in May it was voted that after the 
Darwin PA/ISSF Nationals, PA 
Nationals will split from the ISSF 
Nationals and WA1500 will now 
shoot all 7 matches.  This will mean 
there will be two Nationals each 
year starting in 2024 and they do 
not need to be held around the 
Easter break.  Ray Andrews at the 
presentation dinner after the 
Nationals expressed the wish that 
in the future he would like to see 
all ISSF Nationals shot on 
electronic targets, this is a tall 
order for a number of states as 
only NSW and Queensland are the 
only two states with a full set of 
electronic targets. 

 The junior camps in July and 
January are going ahead and 
juniors have been nominated from 
Victoria to attend the July camp.  
The Tri State squad have booked 
their flights to NSW and we wish 

them well. 

 It is a timely reminder with 
all these activities going on that on 
the 1st July the Victorian 
Commission for Children and 
Young People will be introduction 
11 new Standards for the 
protection of juniors in this state. 
VAPA has policies and procedures 
in place to meet these new 
standards so please remember if 
you have any concerns contact 
your parents, your club and VAPA 
and we will follow it up. 

 I will be at the Mid Murray 
Open Queens Birthday weekend 
and hope to see some of you 
there. 

Stay safe and well.      

Regards 

 

   From the 

By Bob Maddocks 
DID YOU KNOW…  

The 1939 novel Gadsby is the longest 

book ever published that doesn't 

contain the letter 'e.'  

Dear licensed firearm holder, 

 The Licensing and Regulation Division (LRD) would like to bring to the attention of all licenced firearm holders the 
importance of being vigilant in the safe keeping of firearms. There is an emerging trend within the state, whereby 
organised crime groups are utilising online firearm sale portals as a scoping mechanism to gather intelligence and identify 
individuals with firearms. This is resulting in licensed firearm holders who are selling firearms or firearm parts and clubs 
that have a large portion of firearms on site becoming targets of organised crime.  

 LRD would like to emphasise the importance of maintaining the safety of all firearms in your possession and 
recommends that if selling a firearm or firearm parts on an online portal that you met a prospective buyer at a Licensed 
Firearm Dealer (LFD) or Firearm Club. This will ensure that you can maintain both your privacy and the safe keeping of 
firearms in your possession.  

 Additionally, licensed firearm holders should be aware that only authorised personal, meaning Victoria Police 
members from LRD or local police stations, can undertake firearm safe inspections. Non-authorised personal cannot legally 
inspect your firearm safe and should be prohibited from entering your premises. If you are approached or directed by a 
non-authorised person, please contact LRDs Compliance Enforcement Unit (LRD-REGULATIONSUPPORTUNIT-
OIC@police.vic.gov.au).  

Kind regards 

Licensing and Regulation Division - Regulatory Services Department - Victoria Police 

A warning from Victoria Police 

mailto:LRD-REGULATIONSUPPORTUNIT-OIC@police.vic.gov.au
mailto:LRD-REGULATIONSUPPORTUNIT-OIC@police.vic.gov.au
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Q1:  What has 13 hearts, but no lungs or stomach?  

Q2:  Tom is younger than Dave but older than Jill. Lou is older than Sally 
who is older than Tom. Dave is older than Lou. Who is the middle 
child?  

Q3:  What comes up to let us go, or goes down to make us stay?  

Q4:  I’m tall when I’m young and I’m short when I’m old. What am I?  

Q5:  What part of the chicken has the most feathers?  

Q6:  If your uncle’s sister is not your aunt, what relation is she to you?  

Q7:  What word is pronounced the same if you take away four of its five 
letters?  

Q8:  Jared’s father has three sons: Snap, Crackle and…?  

Q9:  The more of this there is, the less you see. What is it?  

Q10:   What has many keys but can’t open a single lock?  

 Answers on Page 12 



NOMINATION FOR 2023 VAPA ISSF/PA STATE TEAM 

National Championships Darwin 6 – 14 May 2023 (TBC)  

 

To be submitted by 31 July 2022 to VAPA Team Manager teammanager@vapa.org.au 

If after this date, please contact the Team Manager to discuss your nomination. 

Please indicate the matches you wish to nominate for by inserting your grade and the highest score shot in Open competition in the 
past 12 months in the table below. 

Please note it is mandatory to compete at the VAPA State Championships (Mar 23 TBC) in the events you wish to be considered.  
Please contact the Team Manager to request an exemption if you are unable to attend. 

 

I wish to nominate to be considered in the events indicated above for the State Team that will represent VAPA at the 2023 National 
Championships. I have read and agreed to the VAPA State Team Selection Method (found on the VAPA website).  I undertake to 
abide by the decision of the Team Selection Sub-Committee and, if selected, the conditions of the State Team Agreement. 

 

 

Nominated 

Match 

Grade Highest Score 
the past 12 
Months 

Nominated 

Match 

Grade Highest Score 
the past 12 
Months 

50 M Pistol   /600 Black Powder 25 Metre   /400 

25 M Rapid Fire Pistol   /600 Black Powder 50 Metre   /400 

25 M Centre Fire Pistol   /600       

25 M Standard Pistol   /600 Service Pistol   /900 

10 M Air Pistol Men   /600 Service Pistol Unrest   /900 

10 M Air Women   /600 Service Pistol 25yd Yards   /650 

25 M Pistol Women   /600 WA 1500 (Revolver)   /1500 

25 M Pistol Junior   /600 WA 1500 (Auto)   /1500 

10 M Air Junior   /600       

            

WSPS  (WSPS indicate your matches in the ISSF list) 

Name   

Signature   Date   

Full Name:   

Preferred name   

Address:   

Suburb/Town   Postcode   

Postal Address:   

Suburb/Town   Postcode   

Telephone: Home   Business   

  Mobile   Fax   

E-Mail:   

Club:   
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  Answers from page 10 

A1:    A deck of cards 

A2:    Sally 

A3:    An anchor 

A4:    A candle 

A5:    The outside 

A6:    Your mother 

A7:    Queue 

A8:    Jared 

A9:    Darkness 

A10:  A piano 

The Twitter bird’s official name is Larry. 

 If you truly want to be among the savviest social 
media users out there, you should know that the Twitter 
bird has an official name: Larry the Bird (yes, like Larry Bird, 
the former pro basketball player who played for Twitter co-
founder Biz Stone's home team, the Boston Celtics).  

https://bestlifeonline.com/social-media-lies/
https://bestlifeonline.com/social-media-lies/
https://mashable.com/2012/03/02/twitter-bird-name/

