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How can it be December already? 

Another year done and dusted with so 

much activity.  From local competions 

to the Commonwealth Games,  club 

AGMs to the state election, from 

Graeme Roberts to Bob Maddocks, 

we've had a jam packed year.  We've 

seen the introduction of new firearms 

laws and oh, another Prime Minister. 

And sadly, another tradgedy in our 

very own Bourke Street to which I will 

pay tribute to our first responders and 

to those affected. It is confrontatoin 

and shocking for anyone facing such 

horror however, for our first 

responders, they are faced with these 

events repeatedly.  It's no easy gig and 

I take my hat off to you all. 

As for the Victorian Election, we saw 

unepected losses, impossible wins in 

both houses and of course, quite a 

different cross bench in the Upper 

House lower house. My 

interpretation?  I think people are sick 

of the upheaval on a federal level and 

gone are the days of bad mouthing the 

other parties.  Labor played a smart 

game, highlighting what they achieved 

and their future goals.  The Coalition 

unfortunately, did not.  People grew 

tired of the nasty rhetoric, I know I 

did.  Interesting times ahead, indeed.

So! What has Cath been up to?  Not 

nearly as much shooting as I'd like to 

do, however, I'm in Canberra for a 

little while- not sure how long- but 

happily continuing my tenure as 

Editor.  I've rejoined my club here, the 

Australian Protective Service Gun 

Club, and in the process of changing 

my licence over.  I pretty much started 

my service pistol journey here, my 

Smith & Wesson 586 coming to me 

from a mentor of mine and one of the 

founding members of the APSGC, 

Mick Johns.  Needless to say, there is a 

huge sense of home here and I have 

some life long friends. My Victorian 

instructor status has been recognised 

and I am able to carry on with that 

which I love the most.  Teaching 

others.

To you all, merry Christmas, and if 

you don't celebrate christmas, happy 

holidays.  Hug your loved ones tight, 

tell them how much you appreciate 

them.  Be kind to one another and 

above all, be kind to yourselves. 

 May you all shoot straight & all shots 

on target! 

Until next edition,

Editorial 
VPN Editor Cath Leask

Cath
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NoticeTo Readers

The contents of this issue of the VPN have been selected in an a,empt to extend knowledge, 

improve prac+ce and promote communica+on within the field of pistol shoo+ng for members of 

the associa+on.  The Editor may, at her discre+on, reject any contribu+on, hold it over for later 

publica+on, edit as required, add/edit pictures or remove any unsuitable material.  Opinions 

expressed are those of the original authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the Editor or the 

Associa+on. Persons ac+ng on any opinion, advice, fact or adver+sement published in this issue do 

so at their own risk.
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To say the last few months have been 

hectic would be an understatement.  

Since September, I have attended two 

State Title events at Mountain District 

PC- WA1500 and Black Powder, the 30th 

Pistol Australia Action Pistol National 

Championships at Yarra Pistol Club and 

the Service State Titles at Mildura.   A 

full report with photos on the Action 

Pistol Nationals is also included in this 

issue.  Upon seeing all these varied 

disciplines fully for the first time, it has 

strengthened my resolve that we need 

to promote equally all the matches shot 

under the VAPA umbrella.  It is not the 

question that one discipline is better 

than another, it’s about getting juniors 

and adults off their butts and taking up 

shooting as a sport because it is diverse, 

a sport for the whole family where you 

can compete from the age of 12 to 92 

and best of all, it is fun.  

 

Work continues on the 2019 PA/ISSF 

Nationals in April and a letter is being 

sent to all clubs asking for clubs to assist 

by running a range for a day.  It can be 

ISSF, Service, WA1500 or Black Powder, 

and as there is no one club that has the 

resources to run this event which is 10 

days long, your support is needed to 

make this event a success.  

We also continue putting together our 

plans for the Arnold Sports Festival 

between the 15th and 17th March next 

year.  Full details of the event will be in 

the February issue of the VPN.   Please 

keep those dates free, we will need a lot 

of volunteers to help over those three 

days as there is 20,000+ visitors 

expected to view our display and try 

Air Pistol shooting for the first time.

For those who haven't heard, the 

Department of Sport and Recreation in 

conjuction with VicSport have set down 

a list of criteria for all clubs and 

associations to follow such as good 

governance practices and 40% gender 

equality at board level.  Implementation 

is required by the 19th June 2019 or 

clubs may be excluded from further 

government funding.  To meet the 

quota, VAPA requires three females on 

its Executive, the election of Helen 

Manning as Treasurer gave us a start. 

Next a proposal by the Executive to the 

Committee of Management in 

November to create two new positions 

on the Executive, both will be appointed 

positions and both will be for the 

purpose of meeting future gender 

equality guidelines.

VAPA Management Matters 
President Bob Maddocks
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In order to fulfill the good governance 

requirement, one position will be called 

Human Resource Officer or HR Officer 

and I am happy to announce Michelle 

Sherson from Beaconsfield PC has 

volunteered for the roll.  Michelle will 

be looking at and developing proper 

HR procedures ranging from Child 

Protection to Lead Contamination 

guidelines.

I have received a number of enquiries 

from clubs regarding Clause 76 – 

Windup and Cancellation of a Club in the 

Model Rules and Associated 

Incorporations Reform Act 2012 

regarding clubs that own their own 

land plus general enquiries on 

changing constitutions etc.  In order to 

get the right answers and add the 

correct clause into our own 

constitution to cover gender equality, 

VAPA has engaged the services of 

Simon Merritt of Lander & Rogers, a 

legal firm with a long history in 

dealing with sporting clubs and 

associations.

They have put together a template  

constitution for clubs which includes 

explanations of clauses and their 

meanings.  This template along with 

the new procedures being drawn up by 

the new HR Officer will for the first 

time give the association a complete 

“New Club Tool Kit “ were both new 

and established clubs will have a 

reference point to start from. 

As I stated in the beginning, a lot has 

happened in the past few months and 

it does not look as if it is slowing 

down.  

Last but not least on behalf of the 

executive I wish you and your families 

a Merry Christmas and a very Happy 

New Year and may all your New Year 

resolutions come true.

Good shooting!

Bob
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VAPA Secretary 
Roger Wakelin

VAPA have a policy to honour 

members for ‘long service’ to the 

association.  VAPA was formed in the 

1950’s so sadly many of our earliest 

members have now passed away 

however, we do have may who joined 

in the 1960’s and, this year, we have a 

few to honour.

Where possible, these members are 

invited to a6end the bi‑monthly 

Commi6ee of Management meeting 

where we honour them by presenting 

them with the 50‑Year Medal.  Some 

are able to a6end and some aren’t.  

For those who can’t, we make 

arrangements for their Club President 

to make the presentation either at 

their club or at their home.

Clockwise from top: Peter Davis with Eileen 
Pile; Bob Maddocks with Ken Brown and Cive 
Whelan respectively.

Recently three recipients were able to 

a6end and were presented with their 

medals.  Those that weren’t able to 

a6end will be looked a5er at club 

level or will be honoured at future 

meetings.

In September, Clive Whelan of Yarra 

PC and Ken Brown of Beaconsfield PC 

received their medals. In our 

November, meeting we honoured 

Eileen Pile with her medal. 

VAPA congratulates all those who 

achieved this milestone.

50­Year Members Honoured
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On a sad note, we farewell to some our 

shooting heroes ‑ leaving a massive hole 

in our sport, in our community and in 

our lives.    Our sport has lost not one, 

but three of itʹs great representatives and 

gentlemen.  

Neville Sayers had a life filled with 

sport, shooting and success.  From 

farming to Olympics, from participation 

to coaching, we pay tribute to the life of 

Nevile from page 13. 

Ballarat PC recently lost one of the 

hardest working Club Secretaries ‑ Rod 

Parsons.  Rod passed away suddenly, a 

shock to all that knew him.  We farewell 

Rod on page 27.  

And a sad, last minute addition, Clive 

Whelan, a life member of VAPA, the 

NRA & Yarra PC, just to name a few, 

also had an outstanding contribution to 

the sport as a shooter, an official, the 

administration.  Yarra PC has lost one of 

its founding members and a driving 

force in achieving the facilities available 

at the Club. A tribute to Clive can be 

found at page 28.    

Our thoughts, condolences and best 

wishes go out to the Sayers, Parsons and 

Whelan families during this time

VAPA’s role is to provide support and 

leadership to our clubs and members; if 

you have a question please contact me 

via email secretary@vapa.org.au and I 

will do my best to provide the answer. 

Enjoy your shooting,  

Roger
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At the annual NRC meeting, it was 

decided to restructure the PA judging 

system.  The current system has been 

in place for over 40 years and while it 

has served PA very well, we need to 

remember that back in 1972 we only 

qualified judges for the ISSF matches. 

Over time we have embraced a number 

of new matches and disciplines all with 

their own rules, practices and 

traditions.  Changing lifestyles have 

meant that many candidates find it 

almost impossible to dedicate the time 

needed for the current theoretical 

training (a6endance at competitions is 

one thing, the paperwork is another 

and is o5en daunting).  In brief, and 

remember this will evolve as time goes 

on, we intend to implement the 

following processes.  

The NRC will introduce the concept of 

a judging review panel to assess 

applications and issue judge licences.  

A panel will comprise experienced 

judges qualified in the appropriate 

discipline(s) and will include only one 

judge from any one state.  Normally it 

would be expected that the relevant 

state director will be one of the 

members but this may not always be 

appropriate.   A panel will be convened 

as required and will communicate 

electronically (e.g. Skype, email etc).

Judge C:  

Effectively this will be a judge in 

training in any one of our supported 

disciplines.  The pre‑requisites will be:
• a desire to be a judge;

• experience as a range officer at open 

and club competition,; and

• a6endance at a theory workshop  

where the emphasis will be on the 

difference between working as an 

RO and working as a judge.

Judge B:

Again the candidate will concentrate 

on one discipline at a time – multi 

discipline qualifications will be 

allowed but will not be required.  The 

requirements will be:
• a desire to advance to Judge B;
• work at competitions under the 

guidance of a qualified and 

experienced Judge B or A; and

• recommendation from the trainer 

for sign off as a Judge B. 

continued overleaf

A new level of judges  
Sharyn Reynolds, National Referee Council
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Judge A

No longer required to have ISSF as a 

pre-requisite for black powder or 

service – in other words Judge A can 

now be a specialist in one discipline.  

Of course multi-discipline 

qualifications will be allowed.  The 

process for assessing a Judge A will be 

very similar to the present system, 

which is:

• Experience working at National 

Championships

• Willingness and ability to work as a 

trainer – this will be evidenced by 

either a formal training qualification 

or proof of workplace training and 

assessment roles.

• work at the appropriate Nationals 

under the guidance of the 

appointed jury 

• an interview with a panel of 

experienced judges

As part of the restructure the 

appointed juries at National 

competitions will also comprise a 

mixture of Judge A and Judge B – 

although the inclusion of Judge B will 

be chiefly aimed at those interested in 

progressing in time to Judge A.   

In addition, there will be no 

impediment to a member of the jury 

shooting in the competition provided 

there are sufficient other judges 

available in case of any protest or 

dispute that may involve the judge 

who is shooting.
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VAPA NEEDS YOU!
VAPA President Bob Maddocks

There are a number of events and 

projects coming up in the next few 

months that the association needs help 

and support from you the members. 

2019 PA/ISSF Nationals 

Yarra Pistol Club 

9th and 20th April 2019 

This is a huge event and we require 

many hands.  We need range officers, 

scorers, patchers, runners, range staff, 

target runners and general help around 

the range. 

For the first time in over 15 years, an 

ISSF Nationals is being held in Victoria. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to 

come and see the best shooters in 

Australia compete AND the chance to 

make it the best run event in Australia.  

I would like a club to take on the task 

of running a range for a full day- 

members of Diamond Valley have 

already put up their hand to run a 

range. 

Contact president@vapa.org.au or 

secretary@yarrapistolclub.com

Arnold’s Sport Festival 

Jeff’s Shed in Melbourne 

15th, 16th & 17th March 2019  

VAPA are invited to set up our Air 

Pistol Trailer at the event and it is the 

first time in Australia that shooting has 

been represented at this festival.  Last 

year, over 75,000 people attended this 

event from around Australia and 

overseas.  We require people to run the 

range and to help set up and pull 

down, with the added incentive to look 

around the event during breaks AND 

possible a photo shoot with the man 

himself.

Please remember, if we want new 

members coming into our sport to 

enjoy what our sport has to offer over 

the years then it is every member’s 

responsibility to help support VAPA in 

getting these new members.  If we do 

nothing, eventually our sport will die 

off as we get too old to shoot.   

If you can help, please contact me at 

president@vapa.org.au

Bob Maddocks 

President

Reminder!  UP & COMING EVENTS!
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VALE NEVILLE SAYERS 
VPN Editor Cath Leask

Neville Sayers.  A gentleman who has 

been the life blood of our sport.  A 

gentleman whose contribution to our 

sport is so significant, our sport would 

not be what it is today, or any day.  A 

gentleman whose commitment is 

unparalleled.     

Neville Sayers.  A life member of VAPA, 

Victorian Amateur Modern Pentathlon 

Association, Lang Lang Pistol Club Inc., 

Melbourne International Shooting Club 

Inc. and the Firearms Traders 

Association, a former Olympian, a team 

manager for many local, national and 

international events events, he has held 

17 executive Committee positions 

including Secretary of LLPC for 50 years 

or so.

Neville Sayers. A gentleman passed 

away on 4 October 2018, not far of his 

92nd birthday.  He shares his birthday 

with my daughter and looking at his 

memoirs, I'm sure he would have been 

taught by my Great Grandfather at 

Dookie College.  He may have even 

known my Granny, who lived there too 

Neville Sayers. From dairy farmer to gun 

dealer to security agent, one thing is for 

certain, the shooting sports were a 

massive part of his life.  

Neville Sayers. A pioneer of modern 

pentathlon in Victoria and Australia.  In 

1956, Neville won the first Australian 

modern pentathlon championship prior 

to the Australian team debuting at the 

1956 Melbourne Olympic Games.  In his 

first Olympic Games, Neville competed 

against 39 other particpants, finishing at 

19th place and formed part of the 

Australian team contribution to an 

eighth place finish.   

Neville represented Australia in rapid 

fire pistol at the 1960 Rome Olympics  

propelling him into the exclusive club of 

competing at Olympic level in more than 

one sport.  Neville also went on to 

perform a variety of team management 

roles, international judge, member of 

Olympic Juries of Appeal and a vice 

president of the International Modern 

Pentathlon Union.    Neville's Olympic 

achievements:

www.sports-reference.com/olympics/

athletes/sa/neville-sayers-1.html

I am sure I speak for all of us when I 

extend my gratitude.  Thank you 

Neville,  thank you for your service to 

our sport. Please take the time to read 

his memoir starting page 15.

continued overleaf
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Modern Pentathlon, Competitor

1956 - Melbourne, Olympic Games

1960 - Rome, Olympic Games

1969 - Bloemfontein, South African 

Games seniors triathlon event

Pistol, Competitor

1958 - Moscow, World Shooting 

Championships

1960 - Rome, Olympic Games. 

1962 - Cairo, World Shooting 

Championships

Sectional/Team Manager

1962 - Mexico City, World Pentathlon 

Championships

1964 - Tokyo, Olympic Games

1965 - Leipzig, World Pentathlon 

Championships

1966 - Weisbaden, World Shooting 

Championships

1968 - Mexico City, Olympic Games

Australian Chef de Mission

1974 - Moscow, World Pentathlon 

Championships

1975 - Mexico City, World Pentathlon 

Championships

1977 - San Antonio USA. World 

Pentathlon Championships

1979 - Budapest, World Pentathlon 

Championships

1980 - Madrid, World Junior Pentathlon 

Championships (Team Coach)
1982 – Caracas World Shooting 

Championships

Above: Neville Sayers of Australia in the 4,000 

metres cross country section of the modern 

pentathlon at Oaklands Junction, Victoria

Below: Neville Sayers shooting in the modern 

pentathlon, Williamstown, Victoria.   Both 

pictures by Bruce Howard November 1956
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Start 16/02/2014

CHANGE OF LIFE STYLE

After I matriculated at C.B C College, 

St Kilda in 1943, news of my immediate 

future was imparted to me by my 

father.  It was that I would be going to 

Agricultural College and my life, in the 

immediate future at least, would be in 

dairy-farming. To this end,  he 

purchased a dairy farm at Lang Lang, 

approximately 50 miles from 

Melbourne, on the South Gippsland 

Highway.

To say that I was thrilled at this 

prospect would be far from the truth as 

I had in mind to attend Duntroon 

Military College, but my father, in good 

faith, decided that my younger brother, 

Brian, and I would have healthy, 

outdoor lives on the farm and “live 

happily ever after”. I was far from 

enthusiastic about this as was my piano 

teacher, Mother Gabrielle at Star of the 

Sea Convent.  Even now I can still see 

her, with tears in her eyes exclaiming 

“Oh! Those hands, Oh! Those hands” - 

at that stage I had been learning piano 

for approximately 5 years.

 

As there was a share-farmer operating 

the farm, and he would not finish his 

tenure for over two years, Brian and I 

spent several months on the farm “ 

learning the ropes” until the 

Agricultural Diploma Course began at 

Dookie Agricultural College. I attended 

the college and on successfully 

completing my three year course there 

and later I spent a year at Melbourne 

University doing 1st Year Ag. Science.

I began working for the share-farmer 

on our property for the wage of 30 

shillings plus board per week, and I 

joined in all the routine work of 

milking the 100 cows (by machine). 

There was other routine work which 

covered the managing of the live-stock 

and pastures including harvesting in 

season.  As the farm marketed “whole 

milk” for the Melbourne retail trade, 

the routine of the farm continued for 

the whole of the year, which, of course, 

usually included a wet winter and 

spring with the resulting early cold 

mornings and almost endless mud.  

To us city boys used to riding their 

“bikes” wherever they went in those 

days, the mud was quite a trial, 

particularly when you brought the 

cows up each day for milking…. Forget 

the bikes, even horses got bogged 

sometimes.

NEVILLE SAYERS - A MEMOIR  
19/1/1927- 4/10/2018
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Working conditions were not improved 

by the fact that the share farmer could 

be quite brutal.  It was quite a shock to 

me having been brought up in a firm 

but loving household to see the “boss’ 

not only treating the animals harshly 

but also members of his own family in 

the same manner. On occasions, I can 

remember seeing him chase his wife out 

of the house “swearing” and shouting 

at her over a perceived  misdemeanor. 

He could not afford to treat me, the 

boss’s son, badly in any physical way 

but he did punish me very cruelly to 

“put me in my place”. I had a lovely 

quiet Irish Setter dog which he always 

resented.  Finally he told me that the 

dog was a nuisance about the place and 

in spite of my pleas, he took her out 

and shot her. The act of shooting a dog 

is not cruel if it is done humanly and 

for a good reason. There was no good 

reason in this case. I never forgave him.

 

BLUEY                                       

Bluey was a female Staghound that I 

acquired many years after the previous 

episode. She was a young blue-grey 

female pup and I had her for many 

years. She used to follow me all about 

the farm. Basically she was of hunting 

breed, but she was so docile with the 

children she was the direct opposite -so 

pliant and docile. They would play 

with her on the back lawn and pull her 

around by the tail and she not raise a 

growl. 

She was extra friendly, particularly with 

the dog/s next door. When Bluey was 

in season nothing stopped her from 

“fraternizing” with one or other (or all) 

of the dogs next door.  You could tie her 

up or lock her in the shed, but the result 

was the same. There were not many 

doors left on the sheds that did not 

have quite a big hole chewed in them, 

just big enough for a slender staghound 

bitch to get through.. She would be 

back home next day with her famous 

grin from ear to ear (ref below) as if to 

say “Tricked you again”. The only thing 

left to do was to take bets on what color 

the pups would be.

However, she was a hunting dog and 

she would chase rabbits and tackle 

foxes for me. Unfortunately she hunted 

by sight and not by smell. This caused 

her quite a bit of discomfort, and pain 

at times, as she would chase a rabbit 

which might run under a barbed wire 

fence. While watching the rabbit, she 

did not see the fence but would hit it 

and in some cases, with open jaws, and 

it would result in injuries to her jaws.  

She would then come back to me and I 

would have to sew up each side of her 

jaws where the wire tore her.
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After this happening quite a few times 

she always looked as if she had a 

permanent grin on her face. In not one 

case did she try and restrain me as I 

was sewing her up.

On one occasion we were checking 

stock on a “Bush Paddock” where we 

kept young stock over winter, I saw a 

fox that was running up a hill quite a 

distance from us. Knowing that we 

could not outpace it, I decided that we 

would approach the hill from the 

opposite direction. As chance would 

have it, the fox reached the summit of 

the hill just as Bluey and I reached it 

from the opposite direction. All three of 

us got such a shock at our mutual 

proximity that we all came to grinding 

halt only feet apart.

Bluey pounced and the fox defended 

itself and there resulted a classical 

deadlock with the fox and Bluey 

locking jaws and neither giving way. I 

had to resolve the situation by giving 

the fox (a bit unfairly) a “coup de gras”, 

thus releasing Bluey.  

However my association with Bluey 

ended very sadly for us both. One 

cardinal rule for having a dog in a rural 

area is that it cannot be allowed to 

chase livestock unless it is a part of 

their work. Bluey did not operate by 

herself in this respect but did make      

contact with some dogs that did, so she 

joined them. The pack was seen 

chasing sheep and Bluey was 

recognized by the owner of the sheep 

who came to see me about it. Nothing 

could be done about this except that 

the animal must be “put down” e.g. 

“executed”.

The sheep owner, a friend, was 

sympathetic and offered to do it for me, 

but I could not trust anyone else to do 

it. We- Bluey and I, walked together as 

if we were going to enjoy ourselves and 

we ended up in a lovely little wooded 

park, not far from the farmhouse where 

we often hunted rabbits, I sat on a log 

and she sat on her haunches and 

looked up to me as if to say…Well Nev, 

what are we going to do now?  I 

squeezed the trigger.  She stiffened and 

died instantly.  No-one can convince 

me that “SHE WAS ONLY A DOG”.

That was over 50 years ago and I have 

not had another dog since that time.
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DULCIE

While at Dookie Agricultural College 

(D.A.C) many of the students, including 

myself, spent most weekends when not 

working on the College farm, travelling 

to the townships of Shepparton or 

Benalla.  Both these townships were 

only about one hour travel by the 

College bus. Sporting matches could be 

arranged to attend to play football or 

cricket against local teams during the 

day. Evening activities to attend films or 

dances at night had to be self-organized 

so that students who went by the bus 

also travelled back to the college by bus.

Some of the students having bicycles, 

such as myself, liked to organize 

themselves. My favorite town was 

Shepparton, about 20 miles from the 

College. We would cycle down on a 

Saturday afternoon, go to a film or a 

country dance at night and cycle back 

arriving after midnight at the College.

One such trip changed my life forever. 

A friend and I were cycling to Shep, as 

we called it, and on the trip he 

suggested that I come with him as he 

was calling to take a young lady to a 

film. The reason given to go with him 

was that the mother of the young lady 

put on a “beaut” afternoon tea with hot 

scones with jam and cream.  He won me 

and we duly arrived at the home of the 

lady who was going to treat us to, what 

to us as Dookie College boys, was going 

to be a feast.

Above and over: Young Neville on the farm.
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My friend did not exaggerate the 

situation. We were treated royally and I 

even played a tune on the piano for our 

hostess. Then, while my friend was 

arranging things for the evening, I 

wandered down to the stables where I 

came across another daughter, Dulcie, a 

beautiful, blond young lady who was 

grooming the horse that she had been out 

riding.

I was so impressed I asked her if she 

would come to the “pictures” with us that 

night. The answer was that she would 

have to ask her mother. We went back to 

the house and the question was put. 

Dulcie’s mother agreed on the condition 

that the four of us stayed together and 

walk home together. As Dulce did not 

usually go out at night, her mother  must 

have thought that I was a “good“ boy - 

after all, I did play the piano.

All went well according to plan until, on 

the walk home, her elder sister insisted 

that Dulcie and I walk on the opposite 

side of the street.  This seemed fair and 

Dulcie and I reached the home front gate 

before the other two arrived.   As I was 

about to say goodnight, I was cut off by 

Dulcie putting her arms round my neck 

and giving me a kiss.   She quickly 

released me and rushed inside leaving me 

not a little stunned, standing on the 

footpath. 

On those occasions we did not go out at 

night but we would spend the evening, 

with me playing on the piano and Dulcie 

sitting on the couch knitting dresses for 

herself. It was a very safe situation and  as 

long as the piano kept sounding we were 

trusted.    

Even when I graduated and there was a 

Graduation Ball organized at the College, 

Dulcie was not allowed to go and I had to 

take her older sister instead.
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It remindered me of the old music hall 

song …”And her mother came too”.

Soon after there was a College 

presentation day and my mother and 

father drove up from Melbourne to 

attend that ceremony and to take me 

home to Melbourne.  

Dulcie’s mother (“Nan” by now) 

invited them to call to their home in 

Shep. and to meet them and have 

afternoon tea. During the conversation 

my mother invited Dulcie to come for 

Easter and stay with us in Melbourne 

for a few days. Whatever qualms that 

Dulcie’s mother may have had were 

dispelled by meeting with my parents. 

Dulcie finished school soon after and 

came to Melbourne and lived with an 

aunt in the suburbs. She started a career 

as a mannequin for leading fashion 

designers and as a photographic model 

working for the top photographers in 

Melbourne such as Athol Smith, Helmet 

Newton, Peter Fox, Ross Boardman.  

She appeared in many fashion houses’ 

catalogues and exhibitions in Australia. 

She was among the top ten fashion 

models in Australia at that time. 

Dulcie was selected to model the 

wedding dress at a major Fashion Show 

at the Melbourne Exhibition Buildings. 

Some publicity was about that she 

would wear this dress at her own 

wedding that was due soon.  She 

decided that, after wearing the dress off 

and on for over a week she wanted to 

chose her own wedding dress, which 

she did.  One reporter wrote in "Truth" 

newspaper "Leading model doomed to 

marry dairy-farmer".  No-one could 

have imagined that after leading  own 

lives (off and on) for  approximately 

five years we would marry and at the 

time of writing this, be married 64 years 

with four children and 20 grand-

children and great grandchildren.    
Such is life!
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GUNS AND SHOOTING

I had been interested in guns and 

shooting from an early age. I remember 

going to the Saturday film matinees 

when I was as young as six years old. 

The western movies were always my 

favourites  with such stars as Buck 

Jones, Hoot Gibson, Tom Mix and all 

the “goodies’ in white hats, and the 

“baddies” in black hats.  

My father had a single barrel shotgun 

with which he went quail and rabbit 

shooting. It was an old gun but not 

very powerful and classed as a 

specimen gun, but, of course any gun is 

dangerous and he always kept it 

unloaded in a cupboard.

This gun on two occasions gave me a 

fright, one of which could have been 

fatal, and it taught me a valuable lesson 

that lasted all of my life. It happened 

like this… My mother and father were 

going out on a special occasion one 

evening, leaving my cousin, who was 

staying with us, and I alone. We were 

about the same age 10 or 11 . My 

parents told our neighbor to keep an 

eye on us and told us that if we were 

worried about anything that we could 

call on our neighbor who lived in an 

adjoining flat.

All went well until our neighbor came 

and told us not to open the door to 

anyone as there was a “strange man” 

wandering about. 
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After she had gone we discussed what 

we should do and I remembered where 

the shotgun was kept. My cousin and I 

decided that we would load the gun as I 

knew where the “shells” were kept.

This we did while we prepared to go to 

bed, he kept the loaded gun pointing at 

the bedroom door while I got 

undressed. Then I got into bed and did 

the same as he got undressed and into 

bed. There was no calamity that night, 

no strangers knocking at the front door. 

All was calm and we, two nervous little 

boys eventually dropped off to sleep.

When my parents arrived home, my 

mother’s first action was to go and 

check that the “little darlings” were safe 

in bed and  asleep. She saw the shotgun 

across the two little sleeping angels. Her 

only thought was that the little ones had 

being playing “cops and robbers”. She 

picked up the gun and without a further 

thought put it back in the cupboard, not 

realizing that it was loaded  When they 

woke up in the morning our two little 

innocents had forgotten all about the 

gun that was nowhere in sight.

Months passed with the “time bomb” 

still in the cupboard until there was a 

birthday party for a group of little boys 

and girls. One little boy saw the gun in 

the cupboard and brought it out. He 

pointed it at a little girl and said ”I am 

going to shoot you”.

The little girl said “Don’t point that at 

me… It might go off", and she pushed 

the barrel of the gun away just as it 

went off. The words and the report of 

the gun still ringing in my ears after all 

that time, and, after nearly eighty years 

it was an experience that never left me, 

particularly when I was instructing 

others including my own children.

Of course, that incident broke up the 

party as well as blowing a hole in a 

nearby door.  

Above: Dulcie & Neville
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Sometimes if I cannot sleep, the incident 

returns to me as a nightmare as I think 

of what might have been. I console 

myself in the knowledge that the 

incident was a incentive to bring up 

boys that know the story so that, with a 

life of target shooting in international 

events and on the farm, shooting 

remains a safe sport for them. 

I continued with my interested in 

shooting, joining the Lang Lang Rifle 

Club and shooting in competitions as a 

member of the Lang Lang Team. When I 

went to Agricultural College some of us 

students wasted no time in resurrecting 

the Rifle Club,that had a long history. 

It’s rifle range extended over 800 yards. 

However, there was a problem in that all 

the rifles had been taken in by the 

government at the start of the war. This 

raised the problem of having a great 

rifle club, but no rifles.

The matter was soon solved. One of the 

Melbourne University students, a good 

friend of mine, was able to assist. I 

might explain that there were some of 

these students “doing:” their 

compulsory year of practical work for 

their Melbourne University Degree of 

Agricultural Science course. The person 

with whom I was friends, Pierre, was 

deaf and dumb from birth. He was a 

brilliant student in spite of his handicap 

and was the son of Brigadier General 

Gorman. who, on an appeal from Pierre 

managed to supply the college with a 

shipment of suitable rifles and 

ammunition so that the Rifle Club could 

resume activity.

The members of the Rifle Club made 

good use of the rifles every week-end, 

and inn many cases, which included 

myself, inflicting damage to our 

hearing. In those days we (as were 

many other shooters, at home and in the 

war) were ignorant of the effects of loud 

noise such as from high velocity 

ammunition. We had not heard about 

hearing protection in those days. When 

we did it was too late. I remember 

coming back from the shooting range 

with my ears “ringing” and that ringing 

persisted for periods which kept 

extending as we continued the sport. 

The effect was not reversible. It did not 

go away but kept getting more 

persistent. I need a hearing aid to this 

day. 
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In 1958, I started the Lang Lang Pistol 

Club and remained as Secretary and 

later Chairman until the present time 

(2014). I soon collected a group from 

around the district and afar that were 

keen to start shooting. One of the group 

was the owner of a gravel quarry and as 

the initial problem was to find a suitable 

and safe site for the range we used the 

quarry for the purpose for our initial 

shooting. We had to shoot from a bank 

of the quarry down into the quarry 

itself.

After an initial period, and 

getting organized with the 

pistol Association, we decided 

to drain the quarry and dig 

out the bank so as to lower our 

shooting position to the same 

level as the targets on the floor 

of the quarry. This resulted in 

competitions being conducted 

here that had the approval of 

the Victorian Pistol 

Association. This heralded and 

included the first Lang Lang 

Pistol Championship to be 

held on the range.   The 

winner of the event was won 

by the first Australian 

Champion in Centre-Fire 

Pistol Peter Garrett who later 

represented Australia in World 

Shooting Championship held 

in Moscow in 1958.

I was second in the first Lang Lang 

Championships and as Australian 

Rapid-Fire Champion also went to 

Moscow that year with Peter.  The other 

member of the Australian Pistol Team 

that year was John Tremeling of South 

Australia, who was Australian Free 

Pistol Champion  

Our first Annual General Meeting of the 

Lang Lang Pistol Club was held in 

October 1958 with 11 members.
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MOSCOW 1958 WORLD SHOOTING 

CHAMPIONSHIPS

I will never forget winning the rapid fire 

competition in the inaugural Australian 

Pistol Shooting Championship in 

Hobart.  I did not know or could have 

imagined the ramifications of that 

victory would be. As it was, I was quite  

nervous, and if I had have known that I 

was shooting for a place in an 

Australian team to go overseas to the 

World Championships, I do not think 

that I would have won in Hobart.

The event consisted of shooting at five 

man-sized silhouette targets in each 

series with the targets only shown for 

set times. The first time was 8 seconds 

for 5 shots, then, 6 seconds and finally, 4 

seconds. The shooter with the most 

“hits” wins the event. 

This competition was conducted over 

two days in the open with no protection 

from sun, wind or rain. with 30 shots on 

each day. After the first day there were 

only two shooters with 30 hits and I was 

one of them. With the “luck of the 

draw” I was picked to shoot after my 

opponent and when he had several 

misses it meant that I had to have all 

hits (not necessarily all “bulls”) to win.

The conditions had been very bad, with 

cross winds blowing the targets out of 

their frames. On the second day the 

winds had abated somewhat.  My 

opponent shot before me and had 

several misses. It came my turn and up 

until then my teammates had been 

bombarding me with advise on how to 

keep calm but by doing so, they only 

made me more nervous and shaking. 

It came my turn to shoot and I decided 

that I would not shoot for a top score 

but it would be all hits or “nothing”. 

The 8 and 6 second runs were not too 

bad and I got all hits, however the final 

and most difficult, the 4 second runs 

were most testing. I was shaking like a 

leaf and I kept shooting almost 

automatically wherever I saw a target 

behind my “sights’ whether it was in the 

“knee” area or between the”eyes”. They 

were all hits, and I had won with a score 

of 499, with 60 hits. Other place-getters 

had more points but they had one or 

more “misses”.

Before that, I had missed out for a place 

in shooting for the 1956 Olmpics in 

Melbourne but I managed to make the 

Modern Pentathlon Team for that event.

Even then it was touch and go, as I had 

a riding accident about six weeks before 

the event.

During the Cross Country Equestrian 

event I had quite an upsetting accident. 
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The week-end before I had been 

competing in pistol eliminations and I 

missed the demonstration of the riding 

course for the Olympic Selection trial for 

the pentathlon cross country ride of 3 

miles. My wife and I arrived late and 

walked the course on our own but 

missed seeing a water-logged part of the 

course which was pointed out to the 

other competitors. 

On the day of the competition I was 

riding the course and after I jumped a 

particular jump and was looking for the 

next jump, the horse hit the water-

logged part of the  course and went 

down on its knees. It threw its head 

back and hit me on the face, I catapulted 

over its head, hit my head on the 

ground, receiving concussion, slid along 

on my face, breaking my nose and 

tearing the skin of my jaw away.

This necessitated over 30 stitches inside 

and outside my mouth when I reached 

hospital. I also lost the front part of my 

tongue.

The next week-end I competed in the 

second elimination shoot for the 

shooting team but did not get far. Apart 

from the fact that my head was encased 

in plaster, I managed to eliminate myself 

when the loaded magazine fell from my 

pistol as I raised it to shoot. I lost five 

shots. Very careless of me. However six 

weeks later I managed to qualify to 

compete in the Rome Olympics in 

Modern Pentathlon and Shooting.

Melbourne 1956

In spite of having after effects of my 

riding disaster in the 1956 Pentathlon 

selection trials I was selected No 1 for 

the four man team (3 competitors and 1 

Reserve).  I was nominated No 1  

(subject to fitness). I had about six 

weeks in which to get to the stage of 

being confirmed in the team.

EDITOR NOTE:  and here is where nevilles 

memoir ends but the story goes on.  Neville went 

on to represent Australia and our sport not only 

as a competitor but in management and coaching 

(see story page 13).  You've done us all proud, 

Neville.  May you rest in peace and be always 

remembered with fondness and respect.  CL  
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With a heavy heart, we received 

notification that Rod Parsons, the 

well loved Secretary of Ballarat PC 

passed suddenly on 15 October 

2018.   Rod joined the Ballarat PC in 

May 2008, so he just made 10 years.  

He has filled the shoes of Secretary 

for some time, and did a brilliant 

job in that role.  He was well liked 

at the club and would go out of his 

way to help members as needed.

For those avid readers of the VPN, 

you might remember articles 

about the Teachers Games. Rod 

was incredible, he was proactive 

in organising the last teachers 

games that were held at the club 

in September this year.

Rod enjoyed his shooting and, whilst he 

mainly competed in Service Match 

events at the club as well as competing 

at Horsham and Mid Murray, he also 

enjoyed competing in some of the ISSF 

matches, mainly centre fire and 

standard. Rod recently bought a service 

rifle and had started to shoot in our 

service rifle match.  

Rod leaves a big hole in the shooting 

community, within the club and of 

course with his family.  Thanks for the 

years we had you Rod.

VALE ROD PARSONS, BALLARAT PC

‘Victorian Pistol News December 2018  27.



28 ©Victorian Amateur Pistol Association Inc.

VALE CLIVE WHELAN 1937-2018

Sadly, the sport of pistol shooting has 

lost another gentleman; a great 

supporter and contributor‑ both here 

and overseas‑ representing Australia 

in various roles. 

Much of Clive's life was spent in the 

automotive and heavy truck parts 

industry, both in his own business and 

in senior executive appointments up 

to MD/CEO level.

After the family business was sold, 

Clive farmed in the Tarrawarra -Yarra 

Glen area for 8 years.  Mostly grazing, 

some market gardening, plus 

earthmoving contracting, land 

clearing & dam building.

As proprietor of Precision Pest Animal 

Services, specialising in pest animal 

culling with night vision scopes, infra‑

red trackers and silencers, Clive was 

accredited under the SSAA 

Conservation Pest Management 

Program and with DSE & Parks 

Victoria to provide services to their 

programs controling pest animals in 

National Parks. 

With the Pastures Protection Board, 

Clive formed part of the feral pig 

eradication at Conamble and in the 

MacQuarrie Marshes using ground and 

helicopter techniques with red-dot 

mounted FN/SLR’s semi-automatic rifles 

and Benelli semi-automatic shotguns.

During the 1980’s and 1990’s, Clive was 

the Australian importer of Benelli 

shotguns, Taurus handguns, Peters‑Stahl 

handguns, PRO‑V red‑dot sights & 

Manurhin handguns.

During, and subsequent to, the 2009 

Black Saturday bushfires in Victoria, 

Clive spent several weeks with 
Wildlife Victoria in the bushfire 

affected areas humanely euthanizing 

fire injured animals.   Wildlife Victoria 

recognised those involved with special 

achievement awards. 

Since ceasing business activities, Clive 

pursued activities in opal cutting, 

coins, hunting, competition pistol 

shooting and international refereeing 

(pistol shooting). 

. 



From club level to international Clive 

made a significant contribution.  He 

was a life member of  Yarra Pistol 

Club, serving as President for many 

years.    He served as Executive 

Officer of VAPA, as well as serving on 

the Firearms Appeals Commi6ee, 

Firearms Consultative Commi6ee, 

Hunting Advisory Commi6ee and 

many others. 

At a national level, Clive was a past 

Vice‑ President of Pistol Australia and 

National Director, Action Pistol.  At 

international level, Clive was 

awarded life membership of the

NRA for his significant contributions. 

Clive was responsible for establishing 

Action Match in Australia and 

instrumental in Australian teams 

being invited to a6end the Bianchi 

Cup where he served as Official 

Referee several times, or supporting 

our shooters as Team Manager. 

Clive was also state record holder for 

Service Pistol Unrestricted, and won 

several Club Champion honours.  

Clive was also an avid and keen 

hunter in Australia and overseas to 

USA, NZ and Africa.

 

In 2000, Clive was awarded the 

Australian Sports Medal for services 

to pistol shooting. 

In 2018, VAPA presented Clive with 

his 50-year membership medal.  It 

was only in the past few weeks that 

Clive decided to retire from active 

shooting.   

We will miss you Clive – thank you 

for your friendship and enormous 

contribution to our sport.  Our 

deepest sympathy goes to Marie and 

the family.

Roger Wakelin

on behalf of  Victorian Amateur Pistol 

Association Inc. 
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MEMBERSHIP: 
 


•  National Rifle Association of America, Life 

Member 1965

•  Yarra Pistol Club,  Honorary Life Member  

1969

•  Pistol Australia/VAPA 1969

•  3rd Military District Pistol Club 1979

•  The Vintagers (Order of Edwardian 

Gunners) Inc. 2002 a

•  Field and Game Association of Australia 

2004

•  Sporting Shooters Association of Australia 

(Member for Life)

•  Deerstalkers Club, Big Game Rifle Club 1962

•  Australian Deer Association

COMPETITION: 


•  Victorian State Pistol Team (ISSF & Service 

Pistol) many times since 1971

•  State Champion (Service Pistol Unrestricted) 

1985, 86 & 87

•  State Record Holder (Service Pistol 

Unrestricted) 1985 & 87

•  Victoria Police Combat Pistol Champion 

1989, runner-up 1986 & 88

•  Member of 9 National Championship Army 

Pistol Teams (Serving and Reserve), 

Australian Police & Services National 

Championship 1983, 84, 86, 88, 97, 2002, 

2009, 2010 & 2013

•  Australian Army Shooting Team (Pistol), 

Brunei 1989


•  National Senior Pistol Champion at the 

Australian Police & Service Championships 

1991, 1992 & 2002   

•  Victorian Senior Action Pistol Champion, 

Geelong 1995

•  Yarra Pistol Club, Club Champion many 

times in Centrefire & Service Pistol

•  3rd Military District Pistol Club, Champion 

(Service Pistol) 2011 & 2013

•  National Champion Army Reserve (Division 

2A), Police and Services National Pistol 

Championships, Adelaide 2013

ADMINISTRATION:
 


•  President, Yarra Pistol Club 1978-82, 2009-11, 

Vice President 1972-73, Senior Vice- 

President 2001-2003

•  Victorian Executive Officer to Pistol 

Australia 1979-82, 1985-88, 1995-97

•  Vice President, Pistol Australia 1988–91

•  Chairman, NRA Action Pistol Sub-

Committee 1988

•  National Director, Action Pistol 1996-98

GOVERNMENT:

•   Victorian Firearms Consultative Committee 

1993–1997

•   Victorian Firearms Appeals Committee 1997–

2015

•   Victorian Hunting Advisory Committee 

2009–13 

•   Victorian Firearms Consultative Committee 

2013–15

•   Technical Committee, State Multi-discipline 

Shooting Complex 2010–13

•   Victorian Shooting Sports Facilities Program 

Advisory Committee 2014-17  

•  Victorian Firearms Safety Foundation 2015-

17                                                

•   Australian Sports Medal 2000



‘Victorian Pistol News December 2018  31.


          
REFEREE:

•   National Rifle Association of America, 

Official Referee 1995–2015

•   Proficiency Examiner, Pistol Australia 

Holster Qualification

•   Judge “B” Action Pistol 1990 – 1993

•   Member -Jury of Appeal, Australian 

National Pistol Championships in ISSF, 

Service , Action Pistol & Metallic Silhouette 

1989-91

•   NRA Official Referee:

•   Canberra International Action Trophy 

Championships 1995

•    NRA Bianchi Cup, National Action 

Pistol Championships 2000

•    NRA Chief Referee & Official Referee:

•   1995 World Police & Fire Games (1500/

PPC & IPSC)

•   1997 World Action Pistol 

Championships, Adelaide 

•   1999 World Action Pistol 

Championships, Hamilton NZ

•   2008 World Action Pistol 

Championships, Hamilton NZ

•   Protest Committee:

•    NRA Midway USA Bianchi Cup, 

National Action Pistol Championships 

Columbia, Missouri 1994, 1998, 2003-

12.

•    World Action Pistol Championships 

1994, 2004, 2006.

•    Chairman Protest Committee

•  NRA-Midway USA-Bianchi Cup 

National Action Pistol Championships-

Columbia Missouri
 2013-15

•  World Action Pistol Championships 

Rockcastle Shooting Centre, Park 

Mamoth Kentucky, USA 2014 

*Other –

Bianchi Cup Europe, Protest Committee and 

operations advisor 1994

NRA Consultant for Action Pistol and 

WA1500/PPC events, World Masters Games , 

Melboure 2002




COACHING:


•   Accredited Level 1 Coach (Pistol)- 

Australian Coaching Council. 

•   Coached:

•   US National Action Pistol Champion

•   Australian Womens Action Pistol 

Champion  

•   Four time State Junior Champion 

•   Many Arny Pistol Team Champions

TEAM MANAGEMENT  

First Australian Action Pistol Team Manager 

to the NRA Bianchi Cup - US National Action 

Pistol Championships in 1989, 90 & 91 

Above: Clive with Russell Pearson and 

Marion Barnes JP



The Victorian team of Mick Arden 

(Euroa PC), Dad and  I (Yarra PC) met 

at Tullamarine.  Mick even managed to 

make the flight this time.  It started out 

as a mid-morning flight from 

Melbourne airport to Sydney airport 

which was quite uneventful. 

As we touched down in Sydney at 1:35, 

I checked the time for our connecting 

flight to Tamworth airport.  It turned 

out our next flight boarded at 1:35 and 

by the time we got off our first flight, 

our next flight had announced last call 

for the three of us which was a little bit 

stressful as we couldn’t find the 

terminal.  We only just made it with 

about a minute to spare because they 

were still loading our luggage. 

A short two-hour drive from Tamworth 

and we were at Narrabri but too late to 

do any sighting in for the next day.

Friday morning, after gun check, 

shooting started around 9am and it 

wasn’t too bad a day, not overly windy 

and the lighting conditions were good. 

Even in these conditions, it was still a 

challenge shooting out to 200 metres as, 

not only my sight adjustments, but 

most people’s where a bit different from 

normal for the whole weekend.  Only 

one shooter managed a perfect score of 

40 for the day.  Our scores for the day 

were okay and I managed a good score 

of 29 in the unlimited event.  Those half 

scale turkeys at 150 metres are hard to 

shoot.

Metallic Silhouette Big Bore Nationals 
Sept 2018 at Narrabri NSW by Lachlan Moore Yarra PC

From Left: 

Victoria, Quensland, 

New South Wales 

team members
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Saturday, though, was a whole different 

ball game; our guns went from being 

happy with no issues to downright 

annoying.  The first stuff up happened 

with myself when an unburnt grain of 

powder got stuck behind the extractor 

star in my Smith and Wesson revolver 

which wouldn’t let the cylinder close. 

I lost 10 shots before we got it sorted. It 

has been quite a problematic gun with 

too many issues to count so, for me, it’s 

time to upgrade to a Freedom Arms 

.357 revolver.  I’m not complaining, it’s 

going to be a cheap upgrade for me as I 

don’t have to put in a cent which is like 

all my shooting.  Dad pays for it all and 

I get to shoot it all, it’s a great system. 

The second stuff up of the day 

happened with my dad, when a loaded 

round got stuck in the chamber and 

wouldn’t close or come out as the 

extractor couldn’t get enough grip to 

remove the case.  After removing the 

bolt, we had to take it off the line and 

get our third Victorian team member 

Mick to remove the case.  Lucky, as he is 

a quite a handy gunsmith. The rest of 

the Saturday was pretty uneventful, 

and Mick got his act together and shot a 

40 in the revolver event.

Sunday was an old but painfully 

annoying challenge for most shooters as 

the majority of people left the standing 

event to the last day and coincidently 

just to throw in an extra challenge to  

the shooters, it turned out to be quite a 

windy day.  

Now for most pistol matches weather 

isn’t a huge factor on your shooting but 

when you’re shooting out to 200 metres 

while standing with the wind blowing 

you around, it becomes a huge 

challenge to hit the target.  

All events were completed early 

afternoon followed by shoot-offs to 

determine the final placing of everyone.

Mick Arden did very well and finished 

the weekend with a third placing 

overall for the event with an aggregate 

for the 4 matches of 137 out of 160. It 

was tough competition in the junior 

aggregate with myself being the only 

junior there for the weekend.  

I managed to just scrape by and place 

first.  Out of the 3 state teams 

represented, the results are as follows:

- First place: New South Wales 

- Second Place: Queensland

- Third Place: Victoria

more photos overleaf
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above: the national top 3; below: PA President Ray Andrews presenting to Lachlan Moore
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Action Pistol National Championships 
23-27 October 2018 by Bob Maddocks, Match Director

It has been over 17 years but the Pistol 

Australia Nationals are back in 

Victoria.  Over five days, 42 of the best 

competitors from around Australia 

descended on the newly constructed 

ranges at Yarra PC to compete in the 

30th Pistol Australia Action Pistol 

National Championships.  The weather 

was great, the facilities excellent, 

volunteers, competitors and officials 

worked hard to make this a memorable 

event. 

All were impressed with the openness, 

size of the ranges and the fact they were 

undercover.  It is a credit to all the 

members of Yarra PC for the hard work 

and effort they have put in over the past 

couple of years, there were many 

comments about getting their friends to 

come here next time we hold the event.

After speeches from  Ray Andrews 

(Pres. PA), Craig Parke (Pres. Yarra) and 

Bob Maddocks (Pres. VAPA) , the 

honour of opening the Nationals was 

handed over to Clive Whelan.  

Clive is not only a Life Member of 

Yarra, Life Member of VAPA and ex 

Vice President of PA  but he was the 

person responsible in 1988 for bringing 

into and setting up Action Pistol and 

Service Pistol in Australia. You would 

say he is the proud father of this event 

in Australia.

For the uninitiated, Action Pistol is 

broken up into two main events 

Metallic Sight and Open and each event 

broken down again to 4 stages 

Practical, Barricade, Falling Plate and 

Mover. There are 48 rounds shot per 

stage so the total score is 1920 (192X). 

The event calls for competitors to shoot 

left and right of barricades, standing 

and prone positions, using both left and 

right hand  and targets moving across 

the range over a distance of 60 feet in 6 

secs with distances ranging from 10yds 

to 50yds and times between 3 and 15 

secs.  

On top of that shooters have to start 

standing with their hands shoulder 

high and remember how many shots on 

each target, no easy feat.  
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 If you have never seen this event do 

yourself a favour go to the next open 

and have a look but remember your 

earmuffs as it is very very loud.

The scores were high and two 

Australian records were broken, both 

by Nigel Gordon of Queensland with a 

score of 1908 (130x) in Metallic Sight 

and 3826 ( 297x) in Iron Man.  

Victoria did not come away empty 

handed with the Victoria Team of Zeljko 

Cvetnic, Mark Blake and Dickie Siebert 

taking second place in the Open event. 

Mark Blake took 3rd place overall in 

Metallic Sight (1850 -126x) and Iron 

Man (3764-293x).  Cherie Blake took 

2nd place overall in Open (1916 - 161x), 

1st in Female Open (1916 – 161x) and 

1st in Metallic Sight  1811 – 96x).

For a full rundown of scores and 

winners, head the PA website, click on 

Results- National Championships – Action 

Pistol.

above: the new Yarra range;    below: competitors and spectators
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The event ended on Saturday night 

with the Presentation Dinner held at the 

Yarra PC clubrooms.  Nigel needed a 

carry bag to take home his prizes with 

Cherie and Mark Blake bantering over 

who was above who in the rankings.  

The tables were set out in black and 

gold with the PA backdrop behind the 

dais, the food was supplied by Hot Rod 

Roast and everyone had a great time 

with Ray Andrews thanking both VAPA 

and Yarra for putting on a great event.

No event on this scale can be done by 

one person. It started 7 months ago 

with the sub- committee of Steve 

Hedger , Lisa Leticq, Colleen Kassirov, 

John Kelly, Damien Morris, Sharron 

Reynolds, Bob Lester and myself.  

To Steve who organised volunteers and 

repairs, Lisa compiling the entry form, 

John for infrastructure and who I spent 

8 hrs waiting at Yarra for the delivery of 

the new flag poles, Damien for 

organising all new signage and 

stationary.

A special thank you to Colleen who did 

a tremendous amount of work 

designing the polo shirts, badges, 

obtaining items for the competitors 

bags and organising, setting up and 

decorating the tables for the 

presentation dinner which ended the 

event on a high note.  Thank you to 

Craig , Zeljko, Don, Alan and Geoff the 

Action Match shooters at Yarra who did 

a great job setting up the range back in 

August for the State Titles and helped 

iron out the bugs for the Nationals. 

Geoff Horton for the squadding and 

taking over as organising secretary at 

the last minute, he spent all his time in 

the scoring area with Sharon and Bob. 

Not an easy place to be when you see 

the scores shot and there is no backing 

targets to rely on.

L to R: 

Ray Andrews PA 

Clive Whelan Yarra PC

Bob Maddocks VAPA
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Thank you to Sharon Reynolds and Bob 

Lester for their knowledge and 

experience that guided us along the 

way and to the VAPA executive who 

help in medal preparations, engraving 

of medals and Roger who correlated 

and printed of the competitors booklets 

within 24hrs.

To people like Alex and Liz Ligeti who 

walked for miles over the 4 days 

delivering targets from the range to the 

scoring shed, Ian Shannon who helped 

set the ranges with Bob Lester, Alan 

Howard from MDPC helping out on the 

ranges.  To the ladies who manned the 

kitchen to feed the competitors well 

done, but a special thank you to Di 

Horton (Yarra) who manned the kitchen 

for 4 days, ably assisted by Sue Howard 

(MDPC). Without these two ladies, we 

would have gone hungry. 

To all the other members of Yarra PC 

who volunteered over the 5 days you

are a credit to your club and to the 

association.

Lastly I want to thank the competitors, 

both at the State Titles and now the 

Nationals, your support of each other, 

pitching in and basically running the 

event along with having a good time on 

the range is a credit to your sport and 

to shooting in general.

I look forward to seeing every back in 

Victoria when we hold the next 

Nationals.

above: Liz & Alex 

Ligeti; 

right: Geoff, Clive & 

Ray presenting the 

medals
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YACKANDANDAH PC OPEN

On the weekend of the 19-21 October 

Yack. held a very successful Open 

competition, with 73 registered 

competitors. We had 18 people camping 

on the range, thankfully we have 

showers and toilets.

The weekend started with Air Pistol 

being shot on the Friday night. 

Saturday turned out to be very busy 

with Air, Centrefire/Sport and Standard 

being shot. With a good turnout of 

range staff from the club, including a 

number of new Range Officers, and the 

help of the local Scout group who 

helped with patching, the day went 

very smoothly. Thanks to Keith Roe 

who helped out as Judge.

AROUND THE CLUBS: 
YACKANDANDAH 
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The kitchen was a hive of activity with 

members contributing luscious home 

baked cakes and slices, and 

sandwiches. Our Gumtree pies 

donated by our generous member, 

Sebastian Nedziak, were very popular, 

as was the BBQ with its egg and bacon 

rolls and burgers cooked by Ian Hill.

Saturday night featured our famous  

dinner, with fresh local lamb cooked 

on the spit, and pork in the Webber, 

with most shooters and accompanying 

persons attending. We have shooters 

who come just for the sticky date 

puddings for dessert!
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Sunday saw full details for Air, 50m 

pistol and Rapid Fire. For the first time 

we introduced a Mixed Team Air Pistol 

competition and a Veterans class, both 

of which proved very popular.

Shooting finished after lunch with 

presentations shortly after.

All in all a very successful and 

enjoyable time was had by all.

See you at the next 
Yack Open to be held
 25-27 October 2019!
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The Law and Firearms 
Cath Leask, Firearms Legislative Advisor

I guess it's getting a bit long in the tooth 

now when it comes to participation.  

The end of the year sees many shooters 

scrambling to get the last of their comps 

under control.  And the end of the year 

sees me nagging about participation.  

It does seem a bit unfair that only 

handgun shooters get stuck with 

participation (albeit category C sporties 

do also),  but it is part of the Firearms 

Act 1996 and therefore part of our 

responsibilities as handgun owners. 

Those who've been in the game long 

enough would remember the changes 

to handgun ownership around 2003  

After the events at Monash University 

in 2002,  the Australian Police Ministers 

Council and the  Council of Australian 

Governments released the National 

Handgun Agreement (2002), further 

consolidating firearms legislation across 

the jurisdictions.  The resolutions within 

included restrictions on barrel length, 

calibre and magazine capacity along 

with the introduction of minimum 

particpation requirements.

Now as part of section 16 of the Act, all 

licence holders that own handguns 

must meet the prescribed number of 

events - whether  competition, practice 

or as a judge, supervisor, instuctor or 

coach. And, at the risk of incurring the 

wrath of my fellow shooter, I'm not 

completely against this concept - I 

mean, seriously, is it that hard to get 

your numbers up when you're having 

this much fun? It's legislated fun, 

really! 

Anyway, I'm not going lecture you 

about getting your participation sorted, 

I'm sure you all know by now that if 

you don't, you might just get a warning 

letter from LRD and  extra conditions 

imposed on your licence.   So, why 

participation, I hear you ask? Well, I've 

been asked about a couple of things 

regarding responsibility and reporting. 

Who's responsible for my particpation? 

As previously mentioned, section 16 

provides a detailed account of what 

you are required to do in order to meet 

participation.  However, you'll find that 

here is no reference to your club, LRD 

or any other person being  responsible 

for your participation.   This is YOUR 

responsibility - you must ensure you 

meet your participation. 
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If you're unsure, LRD  have a 

comprehensive guide on meeting 

participation requirements.   But, isn't 

my club required to make sure I 

participate or remind me to meet me 

participation?  Luckily, most clubs send 

out information on participation 

including reminders.  It's good business 

for a club to inform it's members of 

their obligations however, there isn't 

anything in the Act that states the club 

must ensure members participate.

So what are clubs responsible for?  Part 

6A covers requirements for clubs, and at 

section 123C provides the requirement 

for clubs to report, one of those reports 

is the participation report.   At the end 

of the day, it is the clubs responsibility 

to ensure accurate and timely reporting 

(of course, one would expect adequate 

calendared events as well as a facility to 

submit your records) however, most 

clubs will ensure a reminder is sent via 

newletter, email or in person.  

Now, we've covered reporting, what 

about recording?   The Act doesn't 

mention anything about an individual 

keeping a record of their particpation, 

but it's kinda silly not to.  The Act does 

mention record keeping for clubs at 

section 123B.  Here, the Act specifically 

outlines that the club must maintain a 

record stating times and dates of  

matches, names and licence numbers of 

those participants and the firearms 

used by each participant.  And that 

information comes from you via the 

relevant recording mechanism at your 

club.  BUT!  Do keep a diary for your 

own benefit because records can go 

missing and this is your proof if your 

participation record doesn't get 

uploaded into the club database or is 

missing for the club's annual 

participation report.  

What if you can't meet your 

participation so you decide that a little 

white lie on your participation 

reporting wont hurt? You've just 

committed an offence under section 

138.  This section refers to False Entries, 

a person must not make or cause to be 

made a false or misleading entry in a 

register or other record required to be 

kept under this Act. Don't laugh, it's 

happened!  

If you can't get to an appropriate 

number of shoots, or your club can't 

cater for enough shoots, get yourself on 

to another club! There are plenty out 

there that allow visitors. Or even better, 

enter one of the many competitions 

around the state- thats bound to get 

your numbers up!
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Results: Ballarat
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Results: Horsham
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Results: Horsham
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Results: Outtrim
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Results:Yarra
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Results: Yackandandah
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Results: Yackandandah
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What Gets in the Top Ten?
The Top Ten is open to all VAPA members. Scores are taken from results from open 

competitions that have been approved by the VAPA Committee of Management.

Scores shot at interstate Opens are also included, provided the open was 

conducted by a Pistol Australia affiliated club and sanctioned by the state 

association. International competitions can also be included, provided Pistol 

Australia or Australian International Shooting Ltd sent an Australian team to the 

event.

Your results are not in the Top Ten?
Here are some possible reasons:

1. The host club did not send the results to competitioncontroller@vapa.org.au

2. Results provided did not include the competitors club. As the Top Ten is only for 

VAPA members, results MUST include the competitors club.

Without this, results cannot be included in the Top Ten as I have no way of 

knowing if the competitor is a VAPA member or a member of an interstate club.

Neil Stewart,

Competition Controller

TOP TEN DECEMBER 2018 

by Neil Stewart, Competition Controller
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TOP TEN DECEMBER 2018

COMPETITIONS INCLUDED IN THIS ISSUE:

Castlemaine ISSF, Melton ISSF,  ISSF Vic Titles, Ballarat ISSF, M.I.S.C. ISSF,

Mildura ISSF, Mid Murray ISSF, Service & Black Powder, Bendigo ISSF, 

Yarra Action Mar, May & Jun,  PA Nationals, Action Match Vic Titles,  

Shepparton ISSF, Yarra Action Sep, Yarra ISSF, Ballarat Service, 

WA1500 & Black Powder, Yackandadah ISSF, Vic Titles Service. 
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SCOREPADS

VAPA score pads $2.00 
ISSF shot calling  $4.40ea 
Service match  $4.40. 
Service25yds  $4.40

COVERS

Blue or Black 2‐ring binder
cover with VAPA badge in 
gold on the front suit score 
pads or rule books. 

Size 180mm x 140mm x 20mm  $6.60ea

BADGES

VAPA metal Badge

Red or blue    

$4.40ea 

VAPA Cloth Badge

Blue     

$7.50ea

GAUGES

Gauge with magnifier in 45 only         $5.50ea 

Brass ISSF gauges in .177 to 38          $12.00ea 

NRC overlays for ISSF, Black Powder, 

Service match and 1920              $5.50ea 

Air pistol              $3.30ea 

Eagle eye gauges           $34.65ea 

Decimal scoring gauges for Finals      $6.60ea

VAPA Merchandise

Guide to Pistol Marksmanship

An easy to read guide to 

Pistol Shoo+ng from the 

Basics up, which should 

benefit both beginners and 

experienced shooters. 

$25RULE BOOKS

*Rule books for the 3 Service

Matches (all in one book) 

2016 edi+on with new rules 

for shooters with physical 

disabili+es.                        $19.00 

* Black Powder 2013 edi+on (A5)              $21.00 

* PA ISSF rule book 2nd edi+on (A5)         $26.00 

* Metallic Silhoue,e     $8.80

HANDBOOKS

VAPA Members Handbook
68 page A5 guidebook for 
par+cipa+ng in our sport. 
Answers all the likely 
ques+ons. Includes lots of 
‘How To ...’ and extensive 
Shoo+ng Supplies Directory. 
$6.00 a copy. 
(Available for download on VAPA website.)

BOOKS

Mastering Compe++ve 

Pistol Shoo+ng

by 

Ragnar Skanåker 

$65 plus postage
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VAPA Merchandise
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FOR SALE: 

Dillon XL650 Live/Spent Primer Combo Upgrade 

$80.00+ any postage (for Older Version Presses Only) 

One of the best additions for a 650. 

Replacing the bucket and ski jump, this unit will catch 

all your spent primers and your live primers.

Contact: Gary Barnes 0433 713 219

FOR SALE: Ruger 22/45 $500

Serial no. 27422042

4 magazines RED Dot scope Picatinny Rail

Contact: Gary Barnes 0433 713 219   Licence # 411-411-00H

FOR SALE: Cylinder Loading Press $70

A must for any Black Powder enthusiast, set up for Ruger Old Army 

.44cal ball, can be modified for other calibres. Adjustable seating 

depth. The compound leverage makes loading effortless.

Price is plus post or pick up from Melbourne North.

Contact: Rocco Di Conza 0403 555 250

Email: rdiconza@yahoo.com.au 

FOR SALE: .38 Special Brass

300 x mixed brands used brass $27, the lot

300 x Nickel mixed brands used brass $27, the lot

All .38 brass is in good order and each case has been manually 

inspected for cracks 

Also available, 112 x .222 used brass $25, the lot

Contact: Anita 0415 384 975

Buy and Sell for VAPA 

This is where you can advertise for free; this is the place to do it. To list a firearm 

for sale it must also include the serial number and your licence number.

When an item is sold PLEASE ADVISE THE EDITOR as we don't want to 

mislead with false advertising.
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FOR SALE: Unique Des 69 Match .22lr $600

Includes spare grils, barrel weight, original box,excellent condition.

Contact Bob Gellatly 0419 355 049

Email: rcgel@optusnet.com.au 
Licence No: 410-608-10H

WANTED:
I am looking for Smith & Wesson Model 41 or Model 46 in 

.22LR also Model 41 or Model 41-1 in 22 short.

Also a Smith & Wesson Model 16 / K32 revolver. 

Contact Jamie Carney 0409 210 057

WANTED: 
4” Muscrat Revolver for Service Match 25. If you have a well loved 

Muscrat 4” sitting in your safe that you would part with, I’ll pay well.

Contact Peter Doherty 0468 419 111

WANTED:
150 to 170mm .32 cal. pistol barrel, new.

Also, any internal parts for a Toz 49 Contact after 6pm:

Peter (03) 5568 7292

Licence No: 401-275-90H

YOUR ADVERT CAN GO HERE.   DON’T FORGET A GOOD 

PICTURE, PRICE, CONTACT DETAILS, LICENCE NUMBER 

AND SERIAL NUMBERS FOR GUNS & PARTS
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2019 Opens & Major Events Calendar

C = Confirmed by VAPA COM     T = Club Traditional Weekend, Not Yet Confirmed by COM 



NOTE: any club wishing to run an Open, or apply to run a State Title, should contact the Competition 
Controller Neil Stewart. Email competition competitioncontroller@vapa.org.au

2019 Opens & Major Events Calendar
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2019 VAPA Meeting Calendar
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Open Competition Contacts

All clubs mustensure contact person and details are correct—email any changes to editor
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VAPA Target Orders 
VAPA targets can be ordered from Beaconsfield Pistol Club:

ISSF targets 

Service 

WA1500 and centres 

Black Powder 

Patches—black and white 

Email: targets@beaconsfieldpistol.org.au 

Fax: (03) 9796 2250


