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Editorial 
Recently it has been brought to my 
attention that some proposals have 
been put forward regarding the de­
velopment of a state range in Victo­
ria. This has evolved from an original 
feasibility study conducted some time 
ago to which the government initially 
provided $lOOK. 

In Queensland, the Belmont Shooting 
Complex has become a very progres­
sive state range with accommodation, 
administ ration and other faci lities all 
situat ed on the site which is loca ted 
approx 20 minutes from the Brlsb1lnt' 
CBD. It is funded largely by revenue 
derived from its activity & it works in 
my opinion because o f its central lo 
cation and t he fact t hat it is well fre­
quented by both locals who can use it 
any day of the week & shooters in the 
state w ho can fly or drive in & stay on­
site at relatively low cost. 

In Sydney the Sydney International 
Shooting Centre (SISC) is over 1&1/2 
hours from the city centre & whi lst 
open daily, utilisation is fairly low with 
most metro based shooters continu­
ing to use t heir own clubs. Major rev­
enue is derived from 1/events" such as 

·Australia Cups, World Cups, etc. I be-
lieve the SISC costs in excess of $1M 
to run annually and it is my under­
standing that the state government 
funds much of this cost. 

In Victoria, the proposed sites are all 
more than 2 hours from the city. So 
whilst the idea of a state range is very 
attractive, there seem to be a number 

of practical questions that haven't yet 
been addressed, and in my view to 
move forward without any answers 
to these questions would be folly- we 
will end up with an SISC style white 
elephant. 

These questions include such basic 
ideas as: 

• who is going to fund it? 
• who will use it ? 
• what will It co~ l ? 

• who wi ll rnt~lltl l lf' It ~ 

.mel 'iO on ... 

It Sl'<'ms to me.• th il l n state range t11,11 
the majority of the Victori an popul.l 
ti on need to drive for 2 or more hour•, 
to reach is unlikely to be used by th ,\1 
majority except for special event'>. 
Realistica lly, a state range of this typ1• 
seems destined to be a white C' lt' 
phant. 

The most disturbing aspect of thi '> 
proposal however, is the secrecy 
around it. Although discussion hn~ 
been going on for two or more years, 
to my knowledge there has been lit 
tie or no communication with the 
clubs & virtually no communication 
with shooters about the plan. Even 
our VAPA Council have indicated little 
communication has been received by 
them. Certainly little if anything has 
appeared in any of the shooting mag 
azines to which I subscribe. 

This magazine will endeavour to ki'I'P 
shooters updated on progress rcf{.llll 
ing this proposal. 
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Letters to the Editor 

To: VAPA President c/- Editor VPN 

It is of great concern that I hear of 
rumours regarding the proposed State 
Range Development. These include that 
the Department of Sport plan to: 

• develop an "All Disciplines State 
Shooting Centre" complete with ar­
moury and thereby take away your 
right to hold your own guns at home; 

• 

• 

• 

force the closure of all clubs within 4 
hours travel of the newly proposed 
State Shooting Centre; and 

increase the cost of shooting to cover 
the maintenance and operating costs 
of the new centre. 

that this planning was based on 0.5% 
yearly increase in participation in 
shooting sports and not based upon 
a shortfall of facilities except for VRA 
ful l-bore rifle shooting needs for a 
1200 yard range. 

Why is it that ordinary members have not 
been kept appraised of the project devel­
opment that: 

• has been 2 years in the making; 

• had representatives of al l disciplines 
involved; and 

• may have been presented to the Min-
ister for Sport mid December 2009 

Although I have written to the VAPA 
secretary regarding this matter, I was in­
formed that no reports to VAPA had been 
made. A full and candid response circulat­
ed to all clubs & included in the next VPN 
to allay fears or confirm them for my club 
members will be appreciated. 

Peter Kelly 
President 
MISC 

ooting 
55th Anniversary Shoot 
22nd & 23rd May 2010 

Saturday 
Cent re Fire I 25m Pistol 

SOm Pi st ol & SOm Pistol Final 

Air Pi sto l + Womens Air Final 

Entries to: Competition Organiser: 
The Organising Secret ary 

Sunday 
Standard 

Rapid Fire Pistol 
Air Pistol + Mens Air Final 

Cl- M.I.S.C. 120 Todd Rd, Fi shermans Bend Vic 3207 
Ph one: 03 9646 3976 Fax: 03 9646 9953 
Phone Enquires to MISC on : 
Wednesday 7.30pm - 9.30pm I Saturdays & Sundays lOam - 4pm 
E: comps@melbourneinternational.org.au 
Entries Close April 30, 2010. Payment by credit ca rd preferred. 
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Vale Steve Deller - 13/9/64 - 6/12/09 

Steve Deller joined MISC in 2000 after 
being out of the sport for a number 
of years. Members quickly found out 
that Steve had been a young pistol 
shooting champion with plenty of po­
tential to go all the way to the Olym­
pics. 

Many people may not remember that 
Steve was a very good Junior shooter. 
Joining Melton Pistol Club in the late 
1970's, Steve first represented Victo­
ria at the 1980 Nationals held in Dar 
win In Junior Match as it was called 
back then. Hfs last appearance as a 
Junior was 1983. 

Steve was National Champion in Jun 
ior Match in 1981, 1982 & 1983, and 
in Junior Air 1980, 1981 & 1982. He 
was also Victorian Champion in Junior 
Match in 1982 & 83. Steve represent­
ed Victoria in the junior team in sport 
pistol from 1980 to 1983 and in Junior 
Air in 1982. 

After a break of 20 years, Steve was 
back in the Victorian Team in 2003, 
shooting Free Pistol and Air Pistol. 
Steve, along with Bruce Quick and 
Daniel Repacholi formed a dynasty 
that "owned" the Free Pistol Teams 
event at the Nationals, putting to­
gether a five year winning streak from 
2003 to 2007. The same team also 
won the Air Pistol event in 2004, 2005 
& 2006. 

Steve's best shot at a National Cham­
pionship was cruelly denied him in 
2004. After the qualification round of 
Free Pistol, Steve held a massive five 

point lead. He had to catch a flight 
to Europe to attend a World Cup and 
was unable to take his place in the fi­
nal, ultimately finishing 6th. 

Steve was unfortunate in a way to be 
shooting at the same time as Daniel. 
On many occasions it was Daniel, Na­
tional Champion, Steve second. Dur­
ing this period, Steve also represented 
Australia on many occasions. 

1\t his club, Strvr '5 dC'mC'anor never 
venturrd fa' from that of an elite 
athlrtr but onr thing with Steve, he 
always had time for others. Whether 
you were a plinker or someone trying 
to be a serious shooter, Steve would 
always be ready to offer advice. 

How often can people in other sports 
say they ge t as close to elite sports 
people as we do in our truly wonder 
ful sport of pistol shooting? 

Steve was passionate about pistol 
shooting and introduced his three 
daughters to sport. One could tell how 
they idolized their father and enjoyed 
the close bond they shared. 

Steve won a quota place for Australia 
for the Beijing Olympics when he fin ­
ished second in the Air Pistol event at 
Oceania in late 2007 At this event he 
was also a member of the team that 
set the current Oceania Record for 
Men's Air Pistol. 

As a result of this and other perform 
ances during 2007, Steve was succe\\ 
ful in being nominated for the Oly111 
pic Shadow Team and it was will/•, 1 

Victorian Pistol News February 2010 






































































